e T
- o ) =
AN
o« - ¢
SO
A =
: R ‘vv-,
- \

l\‘{ \\\

o

v L
ST
Vel

l (/{/l(/

et g

&

Yl

7

\\

p/‘

S-E-G-R-E-T

HEADQUARTERS XX CORPS
APO 340 U. S. ARMY

6 NOVEMBER 1944

'REPORT OF OPERATIONS

1 OGTOBER 1944 31 OGTOBER 1944

: \\A'i A

< by ‘J).‘l

o
! )’

S.E.C.R.E.T

Z
<

Vi

Y

gt

2

=
™
Iw
o)
<D
=
=
=
._“
"
=1
w
~%
=
=3
3
>
e |
i
-

i

B O S DU U




SECRET

ST i
4 _ | AUTH; CG XX GORPS
EEADQUARTERS XX CCRPS 2 INIT: R,Lé

APO 34o U. S ARMY . DATE: 16 Nov 1944

16 November 1ghl

A}

SUBJECT: Report of Combat Operatioms, 1 October 1944 to 31 October 1GHl.
TO 3 The Adjutant General, Washington 25, De Cs |
THRU ¢ Commonding Gemeral, Third U. S. Army, 4FO 403, U. S. Army.

Section I Narrative of Operations

Section II « G-l Summary .
Section II1 = Qw2 Sunmary
Section IV = Gel Summary ~
Section V = (=5 Summary
SECTION I . NARRATIVE

1. During the period 1 = 10 October, inclusive, XX Corps units were
vigorously patrolling on an extended fronte. Te 83 Infantry Division was in
contact with the First US Ammy on the north. TF POIX atchd to the 83 Infentry
Division patrolled the MOSELIE RIVER on the south flank of the Division. This
Dvision's misslon was to pash east from the vicinity of IUXEMBOURG 4o the .
junction of SAUER RIVER ang MOSELLE RIVER, The 90 Infantry Division contained
the ememy bridgehead west of the MOSELIE RIVER and north along the MOSELLE
RIVER to the southern boundary of the sg Infantry Division. The 5 Infantry
Division occupied the ARNAVL V. S bridgehead east of the MOSELIE RIVER
maintaining contact with XII Corps units on the southe.

2. The Corps mission during the period was to improve its position by
aggressive patrolling, and to contain the emenmy forces t0 prevent enemy penes
trations or enemy river crossing operations until sufficient sipplies could be
made aval 1lable for an offensive operatione This mission allowed a rotation of
units in the 1ire to the extent that valuable training was received by several
battalions in the technique of assamlt on fortified positionse Both the 83 and

90 Infantry Divisions conducted this tralning against forts and pillboxes in
the MAGINOT LINE,

3. 23Bn 11 Inf (reinforced) 5 Infantry Division contained a small secw
tor of the enemy bridgshead west of the MOSELIE RIVER in fromt of ¥T IRIANT,
An attack was made on FT IRIANT by this unit on 3 October 1gHli. As the attack
progressed, elements were successful in entering the fort. Heavy resisgtance
was encountered inside the fort from small arms, mortars and artillery. OCere
tain objectives within the fort were reached the night of Zult Octobers Onme
company was successful in entering the concrete barracks that led them %o,
underground passages that commected various strong points within the forte
Passages were found to be blocked by heavy gteel doors. Demolitions were
used against these steel doorse Pumes from the demoliti ons and from enemy
counter-blasts. in the passageways made the underground passageways untensble
for our troops. Harassing enemy fire above the ground had our units plnned
down and unsble to advance. The unlt was relieved by other elements of the
5 Infantry Division and by Army order the elements were withdrawn from the
fort on 13 October to their original position with a mission of containing
the line in fromt of FT IRIANT,

4. 12 Army Group established a new boundary between First and Third
US Armies on 11 October 1944, The new baundary extended generally along the
gsame 1ire as the boundary between the g3 Infantry Division and the 90 Infantry
Division. The 83 Infantry Division passed to the control of VIII Corps, First
Army, and 90 Infantry Division became XX Corps north flank divisionm. TIF POIX
was dstached from the 83 Infantry Division and attached to the Q0 Infantry . ..
Division at the time the 83 Infantry Division passed from control of XX Corpss
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After Action Report, XX Corps dtd 16 Nov 4l (Cont'd)

" 5. 95 Infantry Division was attached to XX Corps, 13 October 194U and
closed in the vicinity NGRROY (U600773), 15 October 19Uk, The 95 Infantry Tiv-
ision was ordered to relieve the 5 Infantry Division in the bridgehead east of the
MOSELIE River and assumed command of the bridgehead 20 October 19Uli, The 5§ Inf-
antry Division upon being relieved in the bridgehead moved .to a training area
west of AJIUN (UGE5E70). During the period 21-30 October 194k, the 5 Infantry :
Division was engaged in a rehabilitation and training program. On 31 October 19ul,
the 5 Infantry Division began the relief of ‘the 95 Infantry Division in the bridge-
head east of the MOSELIE River. o

6. Elements 90 Infantry Division to improve their position attacked
MATZIERES.LES.METZ (U855701). The city wasstubbornly defended by the Germans and
required house to house fighting before falling to our forces on 30 October 19Uk,

7. The 10 Armored Division was attached to XX Corps, 23 October 1944 and
were ordered to an assembly area in the vicinity PUXIEUX (U6n0545). On 27 October
19141+, the 10 Armored Division was ordered to relieve elements of 90 Infantry Div-
ision in a sector of the enemy bridgehead west of the MOSELLE River,

SECTION II . G-1 SUMMARY -

© 1, GCENERAL: Limited objective attacks characterized the period 1 - 31 Oct-
ober 1944, hence the calls for replacements were not as heavy as in previous months,
Fumerous acts of individual bravery were cited and awards made, reparts of strength,
prisoners of war, and duties incident to G-1 were maintained.

2. REPLACEMENTS: 1In support of the Corps, the 534 Replacement Battalion
kept the divisions and corps troops supplied with a steady flow of replacements.
The Replacement Information Center which was established during the month, at
Class I Supply Point, proved invaluable in informing units of the location of

replacements and casuals ready for delivery to units. Supply vehicles were used

' to transport replacements from the Replacement Battalion, located in the vicinity
of Class I Supply Point, to the unit conmcerned. During the period 1 - 31 October, -
4191 replacements were furnished to units under XX Corpse '

3. PRISONERS OF WARY Prisomer of war collecting points in the vicinity of
Class I Supply Points has allowed for the speedy evacuation of prisoners of war.
Trucks being dispatched to the supply point for rations were utilized to trans-
port prisonsrs of war to the Corps collecting point. ¥rom there, wehicles coming
from the rear with supplies were used t0 transport prisoners of war from the Corps
collecting point to the Army enclosure. During the month of Ogtober, 463 prisoners
of war were captured and evacuated by units of the XX Corps.

4, BURIALS: The evacuation and burial of the American and enemy dead passed
from control of the Corps and the dities assumed by the Third United States Armye.
Two body collecting points located near the Class I Supply Points, one located in
the north and the other in the south of the Corps zone, were used to collect and _
evacuate the dead for burial in the Army cemetery located in the vicinity of Andilly,
France. (U650190) '

5. DECCRATIONS AND AWARDSS  The Corps Awards and Decoration Board
considered 377 recommendations for Decorations and Awards during the month of
October., The following decorations were awarded by the Corps Commander: Twenty-
two (22) Silver Stars; ninety-two (92) Bronze Star Medals; thirty-eight (38) Air
Medals and twenty-three (23) Oak-Leaf Clusters to the Air Medal. The following
recommendations were sent t0 higher headquarters for approval: Thirteen (13)
recommendations for the Distingnished Service Cross; six (6) for the Legion of
¥orit; four (4) for the Distinguished Flying Cross; twenty-nine (29) for the
French legion of Honor and two-hundred and thirty-ome (231) for the French Croix
de Guerre. One Distinguished Service Cross was awarded to a member of the Corps
by the Army Commander. ' ' : '
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After Actlch Report, X. Corps dtd 16 Nov Ul (Contta)

6. STIRENGIH REPQRTS: Throughout the month daily periodic repor ts were

subnitted to Corps by all divisions and corps units, catalogued and compiled

at Corps and then forwarded to the Commanding General, Third United States Army.

The report was submitted in cods by telephone, Tadio ar courier to reach this ’

Headquarters by O400 of the, day followirng the report, and included by units .

the effective strength, mumber of personnel killed, missing or captured, wounded, :

sick or injured, replacements received and prisomers of war captured. A cone :
// 8olidated report was submitted to the Corps Commander daily. Oumlative totals i

for the month are as indicated below. Totals for units includes their activities

only for the period of time they were assigned to the Corps, and are ggtimsted

Yotalg only based on dally periodic reports.

v : Msginz or Wounded Sick or Injured Replace. FW

UNIT Ki1led Captured __ (Hogp) (Hoap) Total ments  Captd
5th Inf Div g 7. oMb 1651 2316 1861 Yo
83d Inf Div 9 22 m6 328, 53% . 31;9 | 38
90th Inf Div 66 3 R L 664 - 1207 1u4 376

95th Inf Mv 17 23 96' 222 358 280 g

" Corps Troops 1 g 46 L3 497 567 1
Tomn 213, 227 1176 3297 4193 W91 463

SECTION III . g.p SUMMARY
1. INTROIUCTI ON, ‘

‘ ae During a month fraught in the main with little offensive action
‘on the part of the enemy, he contimued to get his house in order, primarily

- through improvement and thickening of defenses and re-dispositi on.of troops

| along his MOSELIE RIVER - METZ FORTRESS - SEIIIE RIVER Lime, It becams fully
~ apparent that he intended to hold this position as long as possible. Thig
 intention was amply illustrated by his successful defense of .FT IRIANT ang
/stub’oorn Tesistance to our seizure of the town of MAIZIERES,

e Through October, the enemy was not only largely successful in
‘maintaining his 1lime of defemse, tut also found himself able to withdraw units
from the Corps front for use elsewhers, and replace them, in some cases, with
inferior, miscellaneous unitse. ,

cs More spectacular enemy activity during the period included the
., appearance and use of a 280mm RR gun, or guns, on the Corps front, hostile
/' patrol and agent activity behind our lines, broadcasts to our troops to 1ay
down their arms, and the use of messenger dogs and pigeonse

5. ENEMY OPERATIONS DIR ING PERIOD.
ae gge:_;g],i o |
(1) As pointed out in MAfter Action Report, G=2 Section, Hgy
XX Corps 1 = 31 September 10W4M, the enemy seized the welcome opportunity

afforded by the slackening of our advance to establish a strong defenslve
position on the MOSELIE RIVER I.ine. Do.r:.ng the month of October le cluxng
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After Action Report, - Corps dtd. 16 Nov lll+ (Contta)
tenaciously to this line and improved its defensive organization, at the same
time preparing successive defensive lines to the rear for use in withdrawal
from the MOSELIE to the SIEGERIED LINE, Fhile his attitude during October was
Primarily defensive, the gituation did not prevant certain unwelcqne and annoyw
ing attentions being farced upon us. .

(2) A Gorman 280mm RR gun made its debut on n Carps front the
night of 5 - 6 October, when about 8§ rounds from this gun were received in the
vicinity of Corps Headquarters. A total of 16 rounds from the same type gun
was received in the same area the might of 7 - 8 October. At various intervals
during the month, this type of shelling was placed on XX Corps Hq and vicinity,
NANCY, PONT.A-MOUSSON ang IUXEMBOURG, Te last reported shelling was of IUXEM.
BGJBG early morningz 27 October. Throughout the month attacks by owr & tillery
and aircraft succeeded in-cutting track and blocking tunnels reported to have
been used by the gun which was fired from positions generally E of METZ, Our .
artillery was reported to have destroyed a RR gun in the freight station in METZ,

(3) Suffering from a dearth of other recomalssance agencies,

‘hostile patrols were dispatched W of the MOSELIE RIVER into our positions to

galn information of our units, disnOsiti ons, and strength. Imenmy agents were
also utilized for the same purpose. FPatrols usially crossed the river at might
and in some cases had orders to stay as long as three days in arder to complete
their missionse Rewards were reported offered for the capture of American
prisoners. Agents included two men captured in the S part of our sector, who
had gore t0 a special school in Germany to learn U.S. identifications and were
travelinz to. the PONT.AMQUSSON zres to obtain information of American units
in that area.

: (4) Artillery fire varied throughout the period but generally
speaking, 1t was heavier the first part of the month, slackening toward the
close of the periode Areas umally receiving most of the enemy artillery fire
included the GRAVELOITE gng MAIZIERES greas in the cenfral portion of the Corps
sector and the ARNAWW and bridgehead areas in the S¢

(5) Rail and troop movement 1 were contimious throughout the
period, with troops trains in same instances dslivering reinforcements, ro-
DPlacements and supplies to points in close proximity to front lines, The
enemy contimied to replace units withdrawn either for reorganization or for
use elsewhere on.the western front. A mumber of enemy smoke screens throughout
the month in the bridgehead area were undoubtedly added preca:u ions . taken to
conceal this activity.

(6) Enemy aircraft activity over the Corps area was desultory.
At intervals enemy plames, usually no more than one or two at a time, flew .
Jover the area, but little hostile action was taken. At 1113304, two Me=l09%s
strafed the bridgehead area but failed to hit any ground occupied by our
troops; on 13 October reports were recelved of strafing by a single enemy
Plane W of ONVILIE and bombing and strafing by two enemy planes SW of
THIONVILLE, but the reports were unconfimmed and no camalties are known to
have occurred.

(7) Either stung into activity by our own propaganda efforts
or becamse of some distorted idea that our troops were ripe for desertion, .
the ememy made use of psychological warfare on a small scale during tle month.
Several broadcasts were made and propaganda leaflets were used with most of

‘his activity confined to the bridgehsad area. The gist of the messages was

an appeal to cur undoubted desire to be "out of the trenches by Christmas",
and yromises of good treatment to deserters.

(¢) Dogs and pigeons were gpparently serving as extra means
of megsenger service for the Germans. The dogs were seen several times with
enemy troops in the bridgehead area S of METZ and in ore instance, ome of the
animals was described as trotting across an open field, "meking use of availe
able cover and concealment.® Pigeons, onthe other hand, were reported in

several cases flying E . in formation over the center of the Carps sector.
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After Action Report XX Corps, dtd 16 Nov 44 (Cont'd)

be Ackion ét FT. IRIANT,

- (1) ‘Following a previous unguccessful attempt 26 September,
0perations began at moon 3 October to reduce FT IRIANT, by a reinforced infantry
battalion of the 5th Inf Div. Initial objectives were the NW and S corners of the
fort. : ‘

(2) Resistance to our attacks began with fire from pillboxes and
dug-in positions outside and along the wall surrounding the fort. Entry was made
on the 8, at vhich time the enemy went underground and called for artillery and
mortar fire on the fort and our exposed troops. Enemy fire consisted of small
armg, MGs and mortars from dug in positions and pillboxes within the fort. Thig
fire was supplemented by mortar fire from positions believed . to be on the reverse
slope of the hill N and NE of the fort, and by artillery fire apparently controlled
by observation from armored (Ps within the fort from vhich information was trans=
mitted to batteries N of the forte In addition, artillery within the fort was
depressed and fired tree-bursts at our troops during the action. Enemy positions
within the fort had been strongly reinforced with stone, wood, and sandbags and
were well camouflaged. Demolitions and armor-piercing ammunition had little
effect on tlese reinforced p031t10ns, our men carrying explosive charges became
first priority targets for the enemy. At night, the enemy infiltrated into our
positions and succeedsd in knocking out a number of our tanks within the forte:

a ' (3) Attempts by the enemy %0 reinforce the garrisou of ﬂ:e fort were -
frustrated by artillery fire. During the early morning of 4 October, spproximately
100 men of 3'Co, 208 Replacement Bn, moving to relief of the fort, were disorganigzed
by our artillery fire and remained outside the fort to the NE. Another similar
attempt by 4 Co, OCS Regt METZ, mumberirg about 70 men, at 050200 was twice broken

- up by artillery fire. 4 counter attack by elements of 119 Fusilier Co, about 60
men, supported by two SPs, at 060400 was repulsed.

(4) Our troops during the entire action ‘made consistent efforts to
push froxn their position within the S corner of the fort to the NE, and to complete
successive cepture of positions within the -fort, btut were forestalled 'by the strong
defensive ‘system and stubborn resistance of the enemys

(5) On 7 October, a double attack was 1a.mched., one through an
underground tunnel to capture casemate positions from below, and the second push=
ing to the NE to seize objectives in the SE corner of the fort. The company
meking the above-ground attack made slow progress, receiving heavy MG, mortar and
artillery fire, and was eventually forced to withdraw; in the process two platoons
were cut off and captured 'by eneny -forces working ‘around the flanks, )

" (6) Our action in the tunnel was also unsuccessful since two
charges were get Ooff in the tunnel by the enemy on & October, resulting in some
casualties and temporary blocking of the tunnel, and forcing sbandonment of our
Plans in that quarter. Previous action in the tunnel diring our efforts to blow
an entrance into the casemate objective had consisted of the enemy setting up at
his end of the' tunnel and firing Mis and riﬂe grenades and our countering from
our end with MG and bazooka fire.

" (7) During the night of 12-13 October, our n-oops were withdrawn
from the fort. The defenders of the fort were estimated. to mumber 400-500 men.
- This total included about 300 men from 1, 2, 3, s 5, 9 and 10 Cos., XG STOESSEL,
KRIEGSSCEULE METZ, and gbout 100 men of 3 Co ‘208 Replacement Bn. Also iden'_biﬁed
were 119 I‘u.silier Co, 19 Gren Div and 5 -Co, 698 Replacement Bn.

c. Capture of MAIZIEBES.

(1) The 90th Inf Div lsunched its drive to capture the town the
first part of the month; on 3 October, the slag pile N of the town ‘was “taken;
two local counter atta.cks aga.inst w,r pOSition on the slag pile the same day were
repulsed, - R

‘
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After Action Report, XX Corps dtd 16 Nov 1944 (Cont$d)

(2) The assamlt to take the town was contimued 7 October. Initial
regisgtance was reported not heavy, but mines and road blocks in the town slowed
the attack. At O0300A, a small enemy force supported by artillery and mortar fire
succeeded in infiltrating into our positions in the woods NW of MAIZIERES put
was driven out, and at 05004 an attack on our positions W of and near the town
was repulsede ’ :

(3) On 8 October, resistance had stiffened. The action developed
into a house~to~house struggle and mortar fire increased. An enemy counter
attack of company strength at 0600A was unsuccessfule

(4) During the mext fow days progress.was slow; resistance was
very determined and fighting beceme close and bittere. Resistance .consisted of
- fire of 2all arms.  The defenders utllized the most strongly built houses and -
" buildings as strong points, with OP!s in the upper stories. A second slag
Pile, SW of the town, furnished the enemy with an excellent OF, ‘

(5) Up to the last part of the month, action in MAIZIERES wag
desultory, activity in the main being confined to artillery and martar fire.
The primary bone of contention during this period was the town-hall, which at
one time was occupied by both friendly and hostlle troops but was later regained
by the enemy. ' ’ ‘ S (

(6) On 29 October at 07304, our final assault was lsunched on
the enemy~held positions of the town, This final phase of the attack recelved
greatly increased artillery support, which proved to be a decisive factor in
the redquction of the town, Inltial resistance was reparted slight but by 09354
it had stiffened considerably. The first phase of the attack met heavy enemy
defengive mortar fire. Enemy resistance in general was stiff throughout the
day, consistines mostly of artillery and mortar fire. Individnal resistance
was not aggressive, though as long as the defenders were behind cover, they
retained an outward semblance, at least, of staunch defense. However, once .
onr troops had penetrated thelr positions, a mmber of the bulldings were sure.
rounded, and when entered from the rear, their surprised occupants surrendered.

(7) By 30 October, rednction of the town proper was completed
and mopping-up operations were in progress. ZIEmemy troops still occupied a
chatean E of the town and the slag pile to the S. L

3. SRIER QF BATTIE, Eremy units in contact with XX Corps front at the
beginning of October where as follows$ Attached udits of 5 Prcht Mv, 36 Gren
Div, 48 Inf Div, 19 Gren Div, 462 Inf Div, 17 SS Pz Gren Div, and elemsnts of
3 Pz Gren Div. Eremy operations during the month were characterized by a good
deal of shifting of divisions and parts of divisions from our front to more
threatened areas, the arrival of one new division (416 Inf Div from Demmark),
and the steady effort at reorganization and refitting of divisions on the line,
or partly comitted. This reorganization was facilitated by the static condition

of our front, and alded by good defensive terrain and installatlons.

&¢ 5 Prcht Div Staff - This staff controlled a muber of separate .
units located in the sector between WASSERBIILIG (L1125) and WALLENDRF (PgGhe).
Thoge identified by XX Corps at the begimnning of the month included: 23 bn,

- 999 Brigs 720 landessclmtzen Bn; 1 Co, 387 landessclmtzen Bn; a Kampfgruppe
made up of personnel of 105 Ersatz Bng 5 Co, XG GARTEN, consisting of personnel
of Gren Ersatz Bn 3133 1 Co, 501 Pz Jag Abte 4 October we identified 5 Co, 87
Gren Regt, 36 Gren Div, vic ECHTERNACE (IOU35)s By & October it beceme apparent
that the entire 87 Regt had moved into this areas On 14 October this sector
passed from Corps controls At this time it was evident that 36 Gren Div was
taking over the sector formerly controlled by 5 Prcht Div, although several
units formerly with 5 Prcht Div remained in the line, and came under control

of 36 Gren Divs o ~

| 500
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After Action Report XX Corps, dtd 16 Nov 44 (Cont'd)

b. 36 Gren Dive - This division held the sector REMICH (10106) -
WASSERBILLIG at the beginning of the month. On 4 October II Bn, 87 Gren Regt
moved to ECHTERNACH, to be followed by the I Bn which moved into the adjoining
sector to the E. In this transition perlod 4g Fus Bn, 48 Inf Div, was identified
in 36 Div sector, and XG SCHATER, consisting of GAF persomnel from KG 200 also took
over a part of the front formerly held by 36 Gren Div. By the middle of the month
most of this dlvision had moved o its new secotr NW of CREVEN.MACKER (1.0620).

o, lg Ing Div. - This division held the sector KONIGSHACKER (Ugkgg)

to REMICH at the beginning of the month while 1t was still in the process of reorgan-

igation. The only units of the division identified in, contact at this time were?

127 Gren Regt; 48 Fus Bn; elements of 352 Ersatz Pu apparently uged in the reorganiza-|

tion of the division. With the arrival between 6 and 10 October of elements of
116 Inf Div from Demmark, committed in the sector N of KONIGSMACKER, the 48 Inf

‘Div shifted N into the sector previously held by 36 Gren Dive. From there the div-

ision moved S into XII Corps sector about 20 Oct.

d. U416 Inf Dive = The first elements of this division left Denmark
) October and were committed between 6 and 10 October in the area Nogf KONIGSMACKER,
where they . replaced elements of 4g Inf Dive On arrival the division was a 2 Regt -
3 Bn type, by taking one Bn from each of the original two regiments. Also the -
four identical companies of each Bn, comprising a heavy platoon and 3 Rifle
platoons, were reorganized into 3 Rifle Co's and one heavy Co. At the end of
the month the division held the sector KONIGSMACKER to GREVEMMACKER, The division
is estimated to have a strength of approximately. g00f¥men. About half the personnel
is composed of Volksdeutsche, while a large part of the German half is of the
age group 38 to U5. - , R _~ . S

: . ;% Gren Div. = Gren Regts 59 and 74 moved into the sector ENNERY
(Ug970) to KONIGSMACKER at the beginning of the month, replacing 559 Gren Div. The
73 Gren Regt at this time was committed in XII Corps zone. This regiment returned
N for a counter attack on MAIZIERES (Ug569) on 7 October, and the following day

was again on the move, this time to return to the divisional sector. On 12 Oc,tober"

59 Gren Regt was identified in XII Corps sector, but towards the end of the month
was reported out of contact and thought to be on its way back to the division!s
gector. In their various engagements elements .of the division have suffered
severe casualties, tut appear to have received a fair amount of replacements. At
the end of the month the strength of the division was estimated at 5000 men. The
original persomnel included a’ fair amount of veterans from Russia and Italy, tat
replacements received firing the month are probably typical of recent formation
being over-age and redrafted personnel, many of them physically defective, and
convalescentss ' ’ ,

£. U462 Inf Dive. = At the beginning of the month this division was

composed of mmegt XV and 1010 Sicherungs Regt, plus a considerable mum-

ber of replacement and training personnel and soms Landesschutzen units. The’
division held the German perimeter of defense W of METZ through the month and suf-
fered a considerable number of losses vhich were replaced with steadily arriving
Marsch Cos from Wehrkreis XII. Toward the end of the month the various units
under 462 Inf Div were undergoing another reorganization which evidently bad not
veen completed when the month came t0 a close. At this time the strength of the
dlvision with all attached units was estimated at 9000 men. Its composition appear=
ed to be that of a 3 Regt - 2 Bn type division, wth the regiments not too clearly
defined, tat lined up in the main as follows: Regt NORD (formerly Regt XV)3 KG
STGESSEL: 1010 Sicherungs Regt (only the II Bn in existence, the I Bn apparently
reforming): 1419 Fortress Bne : :

f —

(TR ASSIED

Aullially ﬂ._‘.J.DZé‘S/L:) ’

- R SV U UR TN U

i

v e ek e

[ S TSNP S P TIE SRR SPLS S



8

-— —
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ge 11 8S Pz Gren %v - During the first week of October this division's
sector was extended S from LOUVIGNY (Uglli4) as far as NQMENY (Ug933) when 3 Pz
Gren Div was withdrawn to be committed in the AACHEN area. Around 13 October
elements of 17 SS Div were relieved in their sectors by 53 Fortress MG Bn (CCRNY
(U7749) to JOUYL-AUX.-ARCHES (U7952)), while the division's S sector in the area
ROUVES (Uggzl4) — NOMENY was taken over by 1431 Fortress Inf Bn (this bn apparently
came under control of 48 Inf Div), On 26 October 45 Fortress MG Bn was identified
in the SILIEGNY (Ugllili) area. Both 45 and 53 Fortress MG Bnls are controlled by
17 SS Dive The addition of these battalions enabled the Alvision to resume its
often iterrupted reorganization at least partially. Most replacements for 17 SS
Div dquring the month came from former GAF units. Strength of the division is

estimated at 9800 men (including attachments)s Its sector extends from JG’JY-AUL- -
ARCHES (U8636). | | 5

h, 3 Pz Gpen Dive = The division was withdrawn from its sector South !
of IOUVIGNY anring the first week of October. At this time the division was said |
to be in reserve, but by the middle of the month it was again reported in contact, ;
this time South of AACHEN, '

SE CTION IV - .l SUMIARY

4 le Dus to the fact that insufficlent supplies were available for an offen-
, Zsive operation during the period October 1-31, inclusive, XX Corps units improved
J/ ) their positions west and south of MBETZ by vigorous and agsressive patrolling to ..
prevent eremy penetrations or enemy river crossing operations. Minor attacks made
s‘by units of the XX Corps were stubbornly resisted by the Germans.

2. Change 1 to Administrative Order No. 9 was distributed to XX Corps units
7 October 1944, A QM mobile sales store for officers of Corps units and Amy
troops in direct support of Corps operated in the XX Corps area during the first
part of the period 1 - 14 October. Stocks carried by this store were very low -
various articles and sizes required not being availables The rationing of gasoline
contimed in effect and allocations were made on a day to day basis. Basic loads .
of gasoline were maintained. Gasoline consumption did not exceed daily allocations.
Solid fuels were authorized for hospitals only. All gasoline cans in excess of

‘authorized allowances were turned in to Class III “supply pointse On 3 October

the XX Corps.Ergli neer reported a box-car containing 1300 rounds of 8&%mm amminition
at HMECOURT, This German ammunition was utilized in captured 88mm artillery
woapons of the XX Corpse On 4 October Corps Engineers completed a 320 foot 2-way
{Class 40 pile bent bridge at ARNMAWILIE, Cgptured material such as German camoue
/flage material, mat lathing, lumber, rock wool, cement, and paint were released

under control of this office t0 units requisitioning same for legitimate purposes';

v’

3. Change 2 to Administrative Order No. 9 was distributed to XX Corps units
on 15 Octover 1944. New locations of supply and service units wore announceds
Many XX Corps units were billeted in French buildings during the period covered
by this report and an Accommodations Section was set up in the Corps G=3 Section
to take care of the details of this billeting. Units were ordered to prepare
wateér-cooled engines for-told weather-operation - sufficient antifreeze to be.
added so that coolant. would wl thstand a temperature of zero degrees falreheit,
Supply of antifreeze was slow and many units had not received their required
amount by the end of the period covered by this reporte Corps Engineer reported
on 16 October that Encineer combat units were currently using flamethrowers and .
_rockets against the MAGINOT line fortifications in the vicinity of EETTANGE GRANIE,
<,Corps troops were able to do additional maintenance work on equipment during Octo~ .
v/ {ber because of their static missions and opportunities intralning and rehabilitation

ereagse The Hth Infantry Division especially needed the rellef period it was given
from 21-30 October 19Ul4, This was the first time that this Division had been
offered, the opportunity of rehabilitation in the French campaign of gulyy Cap-
tured materiel released to XX Corps units during the latter half of the period
covered were sheet metal, lumber, coal, wall board, paper bags, ammunition carts,

and double=deck bunkse
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(wooden), and explosives (ARGONHE FCREST), Due to shortage of replacement
)tubes, Tank Destroyer guns firing in an artillery role dir ing this period were ;
/ ‘?restricted to ten (10) rounds per gun per day on an sccumilative basis except . é
{in cases of emergency, Al;p_g_g.j;iom.o£@olingggntinued on a _dally basgis to each
(Infentry Division, and Corps and Army troops within the XX Corps area. i@e
expendi ture of ammnition contimed to be rationsd throughout the period. Furchas-
ing and Contracting Officer s were appointed to carry out such dities as were required
in the following staff sections: Engineer Groups and Corps Ordnance. This was .
necessary because of the need which had arisen at this time to secure by purchase
such supplies vhich the French and the people of LUXEMBOURG had for sale. On 28
October 1944 the Corps Ergineers announced that a treadway bridge was open for
traffic over the MOSELIE river at PAGNY replacing a heavy ponton bridge at the same
site. It was necessary to keep bridge operations smoked daring this period because
of contimous epemy aritillery falling all along the MOSEILE river. Several times ,
during this period bridges installed by XX Corps Engineers were destroyed by |
enemy artillerye » ‘

o 4. During the month, the 3 truck companies attached to XX Corps dispatched i
/417 vehicles, carrying approximately 500 tons of supplies. TVghicle miles totaled o
‘34,722, Two of the truck companies were held on 3-hour alert for use in motorizing

R.C.T held in Corps Reserve.: 4 Traffic Control handled the reception of the .
95th Infantry Division, 12 to 15 October. Tive trainloads of personnel and two . @
krainloads of equipment were received at BARONCOURT between 12 and 14 October, o
bersonnel being shuttled to Division assumbly area in the vicinity of NORROY py - ?
Eol’f QM Tyuck Go. Motor elements entered Corps zone at ETAIN beginning 13 October |
and closing 151200 October. Corps guides picked up colum at ETAIN, geparating i
95th Inf Div elemtns from Ninth Army elements at that point. Ninth Army elements }

diverted northe

Infantry Divisions during period 17 October 1944 to 22 October 1944, and by three-

way switchover between 5th, 95th, and 90th Infantry Divisions. This operation

began 31 October and was still in progress at end of period. The latter maneuver, |

which involved moving the 5th Inf Div gsouth into 95th Inf Div zone, the 95th Div i

north to the zone of the 90th Division, and withdrawing the 90th Divislon to rear- i

ward training and reserve area, had to be accomplished on two lateral routes = 1067 ;
|
t

\/i 5. ILargest traffic problems were presented by switch-over of 95th and 5th

and ¥528. The situation was further complicated by arrival of the 10th Armored

Division, the first seriel of which entered XX Corps zone on ¥=3, 291600 Octobere.

Entire movement of 10th Armored Division, vhich continued through end of period, cut

directly across only lateral routes available in switching of 5th and 95th Infantry

Divigions. Three of four columns of 10th Armored Division had closed in division
_____—grea in vicinity of MARS-ILA.FOUR 12400 Octobere .

/('\ © SECTION ¥ __ o SUMMARY
OCTOBER .

2. - Tet 0202 has been made responsible for supply and administration of IP Camps
at Piennes, Imdelange and Errouville. French Welfare T,ams are assigned to
conduct normal operation of Campse ‘ : '

4, - Instructed Det €202 to pick up Displaced Persons from vicinity of Moyeuvre
and Thionville and deliver them to one of the UP Camps. Capt Callaway made
spot check of guards and MPs in Corpe area as, to handling of civilian
circulatione

5. - Det C2C2 placed in control of all IP installations and operations in north
portion of Corps zone. (See Dally Summary 6 Oct 4U4), AC of S, G-5, confer= |
red with Corps Provost Marshal regarding enforcement of Corps Commander's
directive on Civilian Control (See Annex #CV for details). %
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- At request of this section Prefect of Moselle Dept has had circulation

drectives of Corps Commander reproduced in French for posting. (See
Amnox "M for copy)e Mr. San S. Angell, ARC Field Representative, Ci-
vilian War Relief, attached to section and reported for éuty.

CAO, 90th Inf Div, reported he has no further use for Gendarmes and FFI
assigned to his organization. Gendarmes will be returmd to Mars La

Mour FFL through G-2 chamels. CA Specialist Reserve Officers were .
placed on temp dy with 2d Transport Platoon (See Journal Entry No. 38)e

Received notification that Prefect of Moselle Dept will move his Hq from
Mars la Tour to Hayange, effective 101600 October 194, The section of
the National Gendarmerie, intended for operation in Metz, will retain
Hq in Mars la Tour. N o

Lt Col libcke conferred with the PM and the Chief of Staff with regard
to effective road blocks and control of civilian circulation., Also

- orientsd security group from Corps Artillery on ciyilia,n circulation.

AC of S, G-5, detailed to escort General Marshall on his tour through
the XX Corps Zone.

Request made to G-5 Section, Third Amy, that action be taken to relieve
industrial problem in northeastern portion of Corps zone (See Journal
Entry 51). Meeting was held in office of Sous Prefect, Briey (See
Journal Entry 52). French posters designating military roads were
posted in Corps zone (See Amex Kgu),

Inxemboarz Dets and 83d Inf Div passed to control of VIII Corps.
Arranced with G-5 Section, Third Army, to secure supply of civilian
food from Verdun for 5th Inf Div CA Section. =2 reported Gendarmerie

issuing passes at Hayange. Arranged with 60, Det D702, to pick up Passese

All British CA Officers.of Coupany E were ordered to report to Third
Army on 15 October 19Wl. :

Supply Officer, G-5 Section, Third Army, reported an allocation of POL
for civilian use (See Jourmal Entry No. 67).

Prench Administrative In Officers roported to section for assigment.
{(See Journal Entry No. 72)s Chief CA Officer, 5th Inf Div, reported
700 people to be evacuated from front lim townse Will provide own
transportation.

Chief CA Officer with two officers and chief clerk from CA Section, 95th
Inf Div, reported for orientation and materials. Mr. Weir, Miss Dalgren
and Mrs. Adams, ARC, reported from Esch and were attached to Det C2C2.

CAO, 90th Inf Div, reported meeting of Mayors at He ttange-Grande, 201300
October, to discuss civilian circulation and evacuation of towns.

CAO, 90th Inf Div, requested help from MG Dets awvalting assigmnments
to0 Germany (See Journal Entry No. 89). :

Plans were completed for use of MG Dets personnel on temporary basis
(See Daily Summery, Oct 21, 194l4). Prefect of Mosslle Dept called to
pay his respects and was received by Maj Borchert, Chief CA Officer,
95th Inf Div, reported Dot DHC2 had received orders to retura to ECAD
(See Journal Entry No. 95)e

AC of S, G=5, accompanied Chief of Staff to CP of 90th Inf Div to confer
with Division Commander and Chief of Staff on civilian control measuress
PM, CIC Officer and officer from MG Det held conference at this office to
consider problems of exchange and sale of Amy sapply items for civilian
items and favors. Maj Flecher, French, requested plan for removal of
wheat from fud combat area (See Journal Entry No. 100,
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‘cabbage in Hayange area. Approximately 40 tons of salt neededs .

It was requested of G=5 Section, Third Army, that Mics Eva D lgren presently

They are located at Mars la Tour. :

Capt Vincent, CA Officer, 5th Inf Div, brought MG Det officers in for !
orientation. AC of S, G-I, and G~5 with PM completed plans’ for Corps
Circulation Control Point. (See Annex "C"). French EM secured for Ord !
Section through French ILn Officer reporte& (See Journal Entry No. 105).

Capt Callaway and Cpl Iybas assisted in the Operation of a civilian cir-

culation check point at Hayange. Lt Col Conley reported to this section

to obserw Civil Affairs operations for one week. JA, XX Corps, conferred
with AC of S, G-5, on Military Courts with relation to his section. Lt o
Mackie, M: Det, reported to Det DEC2 to assist Capt Boice, Det Comdr and
Town Major. Det D5C2 ordered to report to ECAD. '

et DRC2 reported departure from Pagny to join ECAD, leaving that erea with
out CA detachment service. :

‘tion check point at Kmutange. Det B1C2, reserved for Metz, moved from

Thionville to Nilvange. Because of ememy activity in Thionville the
unnecessary presence of any military personnel is undesirable. BI1C2 will
provide temporary Civil Affairs operations in Hayange. Det ClI2 attached

by G=5 Section, Third Army, to XX Corps. At present detachment is operatin g
IP Center in Briey.: Det D1C2 moved from Thionville to Moyeuvre where they .
are mow operating, under 90th Div control.

|

i

|

Sgts Hovey( and Baker represented G-5 in the operation of civilian circula=- i
|

%

!

%

Conference held with AC of S, G4, and AG regarding use of present IP Camp
at Briey for housing Rear Echelon, XX Corps, Capt Barry, MII, celled

re%e;.rding shooting of Frenchman by American soldier (See Journal Entry No.

12 ° . .

AC of S, G-5, and Chief of Staff inspected TP Camp site at Briey. AC of § {
G-5, arranged for use of IP labor in rear areas (See Journal Entry No. 1293

Det DEC2 was reported for duty with XX Corps and were assigned to operate
at Pagny under 95th Inf Div control. Ipvestigation made of possibility of
obtaining salt from salt mine in Corps sone for precessing and packing

Arrangements completed for evacuation of IPs from Briey. Camp site to be
used to house Corps rear echelon. :

assigned to Det C2C2 be transferred to CA Section, SOth Inf liv, since

her thorough knowledge of the customs and community organization of the
French Dept and fluent ability to speak French would be invaluable in view
of potential problem of evacuees and refugees in Division area. 0O Detach-
ment D7C2 reported that MG Det members will return to Joudreville, 31 Oct, ™
for move to Nancy. : : R

Det C2D2 reported and were assigned for drty in and around Thionville under
90th Inf Div cantrol. Det C1I2 moved from Briey IP Camp to billets in ,_
Hayange, where they will handle DPs and refugee problems in the Hayange areas
CAO smd Asst CAO, 10th Armd Div, reported for orientation and instructions.
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