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APO 340 : U, S, ARMY-

18 Sentember 1944
SUBJECT: Personal Effects of Deceased Officers,

TG ¢ Commanding General, ETO U S Army, Attn: Effects QM, APO 807, B, 8. ATRY,

On or about 12 July 1944, footlockers belonging to officers nsamed below,
now deceased , were sent to your headquarters for Storeges. It is requested thet
these effects be returned to next of kin listed opposite officers names:

AO0L WELBOHN B, GRIFFITH 016194 - Mrs Nell H. Griffith, 95 86th St,

| ———————gr o o X 1yn., New York
MAJ ALFRED J. SCOTT III 0358215 - Mrs Ann Scott, 2310 Cimerron St,

Los Angeles, Califérria
MAJ TERKY F. OVERTON 0406244 = Mrs, Jeanne K, Overton, 507 Parsons St,

Easton, rennsylvania

For the Commanding General:

o ES,
* Major, Z.G.D, 3
; Asst Adj Gener&l.
" 1st Ind. HGL/ emb
Bffects QU UK, Depot G-14, AP0 507. U.S.Army. September 23, 1944,

TO : Effects Quartermaster, 601, Hardesty Avenue, Kansas City, Mo.

18 Effects of subject officers are in storage at this Depot. To date
Col Welborn B. Griffith has not been reported on a Casualty Report and his
effects will be held in stérage here until this report is received. Major
Alfred J. 8cott III was reported on Casualty Report dated August 31, 1944 as
Missing in Action on August 16, 1944 and his effects will be held at this Depot
for three months, before forwarding to your Depot, in the absence of a report
changing his status. Major Terry F. Qverton was reported Deceased on Casualty
‘Report dated August 17, 1944 and his effects will be shipped to your Depot by
first available transportation. b

Fat oy
2e The next of kin shewn above has been marked on the footlociers and it

is requested that the names and address be kept on a suspence file at your office

in gccordance with the wishes of the Commanding_General.

¥, Dfvis | -
Lt.Col., QMC., / G

Effects QM UK,
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_ STOP THIS CAR AT

R = - - b “ T Py B TR o
STANDARD FORM NO. 11035 UyuS GOVERNMENT BIlL OF LADING ;
#0i RSVIE: ﬁonmoun GENERAL U. 8. A , 1
T A ‘ " MEMORANDUM . o W 22 541 ]
c ! / g o &
CAR INITIALS AND NO. n » T - -

[TRAFFIC CONTRQL NOS.

ME-OF INITIAL TRANSPORTATION 3
comrer UNIVERSAL CARLOADING & msmamuﬁ;a., .

FOR

RECEIVED BY THE TRANSPORTATION COMPANY

FSIZE CAR IN FT. & INS.  [fMARKED CAPACITY OF CAR [{DATE CAR %A& ?D
ORDERED FURNISHED ORDERED | FURNISHED | FURNISHED
FROM

sHipeinG poiy) IRAKSAS CETY, MISSOUR

NAMED ABOVE, SUBJECT TO CONDITIONS
NAMED ON THE REVERSE HEREOF, THE PUBLIC
PROPERTY HEREINAFTER DESCRIBED, IN APPAR-
ENT GOOD ORDER AND CONDITION (CON-

Aony EAFECTS Blkeay, waNsAs CIvY
"GM DEPOT,

TENTS AND VALUE UNKNOWN), TO BE FOR-
WARDED TO DESTINATION BY THE SAID COM-
PANY AND CONNECTING LINES, THERE TO BE
DELIVERED IN LIKE GOOD ORDER AND CONDI-

TION TO SAID CONSIGNEE. b

CONSIGNEE

wis. BLL M. GRIFFITH
¢/ MR, Co 5. NUMPHRLY
sm

MARKS

CHARGES TO BE BILLED TO (DEPARTMENT OR ESTABLISHMENT AND BUREAU OR SERVICE AND LOCATION)
Finance Officer, U. S. Army, Washington, D_C.

DESTINATION

LYN, NEW YORK

APPROPRIATION CH GEABLE
509-910 P 47003 A 2152409

V] A (ROUTE JOURNEY ONLY WHEN SOME SUBSTANTIAL INTEREST OF THE GOVERNMENT |S SUBSERVED THEREBY.)

lSSUlNG OFFICE

; CITY QM DEPOT, K.C., MO,

NAME AND TITLE OF ISSUING OFFICER Trunsporiqti‘on

ok o Tep Tols Officer

UNIVERSAL b A S
RYS DELIVERY SERVICE REQUESTED
A RS B T

]
PICK-UP SERVICE AT ORIGIN BY THE GOVERNMENT OR ITS AGENT
(Insert “WAS" or “"WAS NOT")

f FURNISH THIS INFORMATION IN CASE OF CARLOAD SHIPMENTS ONLY.m

INITIALS OF SHIPPER'S AUTHORIZED AGENT OR EMPLOYEE

*SHOW ALSO CUBIC MEASWSHIPMENTS VIA OCEAN CARRIER IN CASES WHERE REQUIRED,

o ACKAGES DESCRIPTION OF ARTICLES NUMBERS
{USE CARRIERS’ CLASSIFICATION OR TARIFF DESCRIPTION IF POSSIBLE, ON WEIGHTS*
o OTHERWISE A CLEAR NONTECHNICAL DESCRIPTION) PACKAGES

“; MILITARY
Pexsona. Errgsrs

1 FA

FOR SHIPMERT:

g

MELEASED VALUATION AT LOMEST |

mw.a. CIRCULAR
SEPTEMNBER, 1

122526 18

T |

CERTIFICATE OF ISSUING OFFICER NAME OF TRANSPORTATION

T ol UM VERSAL Eﬂ%’u A DISW twnn
SURCHASE ORDER NO. DATED, M‘ s
SR OTHER AUTHORITY FOR SHIPMENT DATE OF RECEIPT OF SHIPMENT e
F.O. B B. POINT
NAMED IN CONTRACT SIGNATURE OF A —
’é?ﬁﬁé"%ﬁﬁ&n ".r. (4} 1 ftl, M, U.S.&.AJ.&. SENT PER

» A ——

UNIVERSAL CARLOADING & DISIREBUTIRATOR,UMC, CO P Y
%
¥

9

FORM 41 (Welborn B.

Griffith)
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ARMY SERVICE FGRCES
ARMY ‘BFFECTS J3URZAY

ORLER FOR SHIPMENT

Mrs. Nell M. fith
SHIP T@ o lre Q.S"./I;H;hrey
95=86th Street .
Brooklyn, Ne# ¥ York

w{ elborn B. Griffith

a5y 0-16194

15122626 D

DATE 15"5%“:’-%1?1‘1585
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ARMY SERVIGE FORCES ad
/ANSAS CITY QUARTERMASTER DEPOT /
601 HARDESTY AVENUE
KANSAS CITY 1, MISSOURI JRM:MSLS gc
122526 March 15, 1945

IN REPLY REFER TO.

95=86th tr::}/"
,N/Yofk
Dear Mrs, Griffith:

The Army Effects Bureau has recpived fr::{’///
overseas a:;gzﬁersonnl effects of your husband, Cold6nel
i

Welborn B, ffithe

#

These effects are being forwarded to you in

one footlockere.
If, by any chance, the propertyVﬁ;:/;;t reached

you at the expiration of thirty days from this date,
please notify me and tracer will be instituted.

The action of this Bureau in transmitting
personal effects does not, of itself, vest title in the
recipient. Such property is forwarded for distpibution
scoording to the laws of the state of the offMGer's
legal residence.

letter, and wish to express my sympathy in the loss

u:g;zgret the circumstances prompting this
of your husbend.

Yours very truly,

.

W. P, HEHMAN
lhjor Q-Moc e
Asste Effects Quartermaster



JRU: VS tvm ,// v

¢ y . Sumnary Court-iartial ' ‘ :

% i g ® ARMY SERVICE I'CRCES : .
MY~ KANSAS CITY QUARTTRMASTER DEPOT Case Noe 122526
‘\////

601 Hardesty Avenue ///
Kansas City 1, Hissouri Date 20 March 1915

SUBJECT: Report of transactions in disposing of the effects of

_Yelborn B. Griffith” . 0-16193’/ late a
 (Name of deceased) (Army Serial iumber)
Gglgnglf// 5 Infantty//' who died
(Grade) (Organization, Army or Service)
on the _16 day of _August /, 19 44 /at  Buropean Area / i
TO ¢ The Adjutant General, War Department, Washincton 25, D.C,

1.+ Complying with A.W. 112, a Summary Couri-Martial, convened at Kangas City,
ioey pursuant to S.0., 228, Hq., KCQU Depot, dated 25 September 1943, for the pur=
pose of disposing of the effects of the above-named soldier, or person subject to
military’ law, reports that: ;

a, No legal reprusentative or widow of decedent being present at
decedents camp or quarters, effecté af decudeat were forwarded to this Summary
Court-Martial, :

1 by Local debtors owed decedent's sstate $, none /i;, of which the *um of
$__none / was collecteds (If nothéng wes found dus or collected, state "Noue";
therwis

0 attach itemized statement &f sums owing and collected.) (Lncl. ; o)
c. Decedent owed undisputed local creditors the sum of $ none
which has been paid by the Summary Court-Martial from funds of decedenbe Loee

inclosed receipt_ y Incls

dy Disposition of decedent's effects (less money paid creditors, if any)
has been made by the Summary Court-iartial by transmittal through the Juartermaster
Corps, at Govornment expense to person found entitled (See Summary. Court-lartial
FINDING below) :

FINDING
Before a Summary Court-ilartial which convened at Kansas City, Missouri, on

12 March 1945 /// _ s pursuant to Special Orders 228, Headquarters, KCQM

Depot, dated 25 September 19L3, the application or affidavit of

A

,I
Mre. Nell E. Griffith / - for the effects of the above-named de-

ceased soldier, or person subject to milivary law, now in the possession of the
United States, with other relevant evidence, was duly considered;
Wnereupon, this Summary Court=udartial finds that, under the provisions of

A, 112, Mrs. Nell ¥. Griffith’ _of
; /(liame of person found entitled)

c/o ¥r. C. S. Humphrey 7

,}i,

Gh=8bth Street AT RSP Brooklyn, ' : State of
(Number, Street or Avenue) (City, Town or Village)
New York / s is the__ Vidow “ of the

(Relationship or Capacity)

abovesnamed decedent and appears to be entitled to receive his or her effectss

/

(Signature of Sgémary Court Officer)

JOHN R. MURPHY, Colonsl, Q.¥.C.
(Name, Rank, Organization)
SUMMARY COURT MARTIAL.

Effq '%M FOI‘YH 75‘



95 — g6th Street \
Breoaklyn 9, Wew York
April 18, 1945.

Army Tffects Rureau

Kensas Tity Puartermaster Nepot
601 Bardesty fvenue )
Fensas “ity 1, Missouri

Refer te: 122526

fmt}ccket; belonging t¢ my hushand and sent frem cverseas,%y the
1945 to notify you sc a tracer could be instituted. T regret to say that
the fo'ut}ocker has net arrvived. i

The footlocker belonged to my Imsband, "olonel Welborn R. Criffith,

a

01€194. T would arrreciated your kindness in tricing the footlocker,

Thanking you in advance for your attention. A

Very truly yours,

. Gl Liaae B R L ST - T A Zain e T 5 i
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ARMY SERVICE FORCES
KANSAS CITY QUARTERMASTER DEPOT

601 HARDESTY AVENUE y
KANSAS CITY 1, MISSOURI ) L\ : s
: W amawmgls
122526 : lisy 16, 1045 .

v REPLY REFER TO

¥ras, Nell H, Cxiffith
85-86th Strect

Brookiyn 9, New Iork ¢ A . A
Dear Mra. Griffith:

Your letter of April 18, reporting nca-delivery of |
the personal effects of your husband, Colonel Welborm B. \
Griffith, hap just come to my sttention. , ¥

I regret the delay in reply, especially as it devel-
ops that the footlecker containing the effects of Celemel
gitfg:? ;aa not actvally relsased for shipment wtil May 10,

ghte ,

I hope you will excuse thepe delays, caused by
presaure of work end limited perscnnel,

As tramsportatiom congestion im the East still axists,
it may be thirty days or longer before the shipment reaches yous
If delsy in delivery is prolomged, howsver, please inform me,
so tracer can be inatituted.

Sincerely,

We Py HEHMAR

Major QuM,Cs
Asgt, Effecta Quartsrmaster



WELBORN B GRIFFITH

) 0-16194 T-41-42-33 ¢ .
NELL H GRIFFITH UsS Mil. Cem. St Corneille, |France
95 86TH 8T. 19 August l?%ht )

Date

BROOKLYN, N.Y, ]

SUTBJTCT; Inventory of Tersonal Fffects of:

OriPPith Yielborn B Col. 0-16194
Last Name) W (First Neame) (MT) (Tlank) (ASN)
TO: Effects Quertermaster, COfwunlcation Zone, APC ;_;U.S.Army.
e above named individual of 20th Corps Gen. Staff
SRR e BT o)
was reported KIA

(Status-Killed,MIA,Hosy italized .

(Orgenization)

about
: Date)
W knfobie tion  Keadiiy

Designated Beneficiary if

19LL .

‘ B TNVENTORY OF EFFZCTS [
Class 1

Fountain pen(cap missing)e—

Fagle L—

Collar insigniav— ‘

\ . =
NO CURRENCY . ‘ i Ly
B |

J/é/ g

WILLIAM
st Lt. QMC

N
4L}

u..
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Colonol Welborn B, Griffith

Y «
AT = SETOY R U Y
ARMY SERVICE FORCEDS '
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i SHIPMENT

Mrs. Nell H, Griffith
95=-86th Street

Brooklyn 9, New York

‘/”’,’/ ,: ’
: VA A ~A) &
=I5 26 May 1945 s : P
oy Effecis Jpertermaster
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122526 - May 28, 1945

Mrs. Nell H. Griffith
95-86th Street
Brooklyn 9, New York

Dear Mrs. Griffith:

The Army Effects Bureau has received some additional prop-
erty of your husband, Colonel Welborn B. Griffith.

These effects, contained in one package and an envelope
were, this date, released for shipment to you at the above address,
via mail. It is regretted that,upon receipt here, the top of Colonel
Griffith's fountain pen was missing. :

If delivery is not made within a reasonable length of time,
please inform me, so that tracer action may be taken. i)

Very truly yours,

W. F. HEHMAN
Iajor Qt'oCo v
Asst, Effects Quartermaster
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122528 June 20, 1945

/
Mrs. Nell H. Griffith
95-86th Street /
Brooklyn 9, New térk

Dear Mrs. Griffith: ‘ i

8ince our previous correspondence with you,
the Army Effects Bureau has received additiohal property
of your husband, Colonel Welborn B. Griffi

These effeets, contained in two cartons, are
being forwarded to you. If delivery is not made within
thirty days from this date,/ please notify me so that
tracer action may be instituted.

 As previously indicated, personal property
is trenmmitted by this Bureau for distribution ac-
cording to the laws of the state of the officer's
legal residence.

Extending every sympathy,’ I am

Sincerely ‘your_a,

W. F. HERMAN
Major Q.M.C.

Asst. Effects Quartermaste:
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PANSAS CITY

Qh ART —? TAST
" o

501 Hardssty Avcau°
Fansas City 1, fisscuri

In Renly Refer To

Subjiect:

Persona.
the agbove named during
recently rece

a chanece of station, and wh

ived at this Rureau, is beins

for safeleening nendins the return of the ovmmer.

Ther delivetv has leen mades, nlease acknc ‘ledae
receint by sirrire tne cooy of tb’' s letiter in the snace
nrovided Below, returning /trat)ccigita this Bureau, (Hor
your cco: yenierice, there is inclosed &.1 addressed evelomne
which requires wno Dostage.

Plezase be assurad that this letter 1s in ro2 way a
casualty message.,  Its sole nurnose is ‘to nlace tae pronerty
in your custocdy for safekeeninz,

Your cooperation insisnins this lstiter and retirn-

ing dt nromatly will be

/

nrodertv which was los® or abaadoned

above-ment,

Dy

ich was
forwarded te .you

5 4(a) o)
td el A

ef
iy

I asree to safely ¥esv and store the
nerscnal oronerty and to deliver it to the cwner or
Effects Bureau, "ansas City, Misscuri, unon requast.

(Signature of Bailee) (

BEE, 1 Form 105 (11 A5p 45)
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WAR- DEPARTMENT
THE ADJUTANT GENERAISS OFFICE

l
WASHINGTON 285, D. C. i

'REPORT OF DEATH

DAT
FULL NAME ARMY SERIAL NUMBER GRADE
Griffith, Welbhorn Bo 016184 Golonel
H?EE;AQDRICS"“;—_-—— ARM CR S8ERVICE DATE OF BIRTH
Quanak, Texas : Infantey 10 Nov 1801
PLAGE OF DEATH CAUSE OF DEATH DATE OF DEATH
Europesk Ares Eillsd in sctiom 16 Aug 1844
STATION OF DECEASED DATE OF ENTRY ON LENGTH OF SERVICE :
SE FOR PAY PURPOSES
vulu"“ THONTHES i DAYS
Buropsan Area &Mh%t\ A
EMERGENCY ADDRESSEE (NAME, RELATIONSHIP & ADDRESS) i '4.
- \

uh %
itrs, Wolborn Bo oriftitn (wife] /o Mro Co So ﬁump}% é%@m

traa pooklyn, New York s 7 194
BENEFICIARY (NAMB. RELATIONBHIP B ADDRESS

Mra, Nell Humpﬁxey Griffith (wife) same as abovs e aus /{/’
Alice Doroties gui% uriffith (deughter-previous merris FoF i
Mrs. Dorothsa L. Bumpbrey {sister) 1502 N, 788 8., Tample Texas

INVESTIGATION WAS DECEASED AUTHORIZED IN FLYING PAY OTHER PAY 8TATUS
MADE? LS R A mscom:ucr ©N DUTY STATUS ABSENCE STATUS - (sezciry BEiLOW)
YES NO YES NO YES NO YES NO YES NG YES NO YES NO
X

ADDITIONAL DATA AND/OR STATEMENT

*golonel D. Ho Torrey, ¢/® G-1 Army Groufld Forces, Washingion, D.C

*pg, Virginia Ho Dekey {eister) o/o Commander C. Go DeRay,
Vo So Nﬁwy\)

- 3 e

v -
=y L
GOPIES FURNISHED: ‘ x |BA‘I‘1'I.I
8. G. 0, F. B. I F. O., U, 8, A, ':" P W‘*"’"“‘“ﬁ
ARMY EFFECTS BUREAU l NON-BATTLE
B O-GAM Gy ft O CASUALTY BRANGH FILE | ¢ MM_J
G. A. O. VET. ADMIN. A. G. 201 FILE

Em Tu m ADJUTANT GENKRAL

WD. AGO. FORM NO. B2-1, 20 MAY 1944 ©



‘ WAR DEPARTMENT ’
THE ADJUTANT GENERAL’S OFFICE

WASHINGTON 25, D. C,

REPORT OF DEATH

o A
pate__ &4 _Seplember 1944

FULL NAME ARMY SERIAL NUMBER GRADE
545 axi2fith, Welbora Bo 016184 Colonel
7’ E ADDRESS - - ARM CR BERVICE B ATE OF BIRTH

i quenah, Texas Infantey 10 Nov 1801

PLACE OF DEATH CAUSE OF DEATH DATE OF DEATH
Europeap Ares Killsd in achion 18 Aug 1844
STATION OF DECEASED DATE OF ENTRY ON LENGTH OF S8ERVICK

CURRENT ACTIVE §ER)
b 0

55 FOR PAY PURPOSKS
YEARS | MONTHE | Davs

Buropéan Aresa

EMERGENCY ADDRESSEE (NAME, RELATIONSHIP & ADDRESS)

Mrs. Welborn Bo Grirfith (wife) ¢/p Mr. Co S. Humphrey, 26-86%a

New Yoxrk
BENEFICIARY (NAHI. RELATIONBHIP & ADDRESS,

Mrs, Nell Hun iwey Griffith (wife) same as above |
Aliga Dorctneg ks orirfith (deughter-previous marriage ) o/o® s
Mrs, Dorothea L. Humphrey (sister) 1502 N. 7%h S, Pemple Texas

INVESTIGATION : WAS DECEASED AUTHORIZED IN FLYING PAY OTHER PAY S8TATUS
MADE? INILINKOF DU e ©ON DUTY STATUS ABSENCE STATUS (SPECIFY BEL.OW)
YES NO Yis NO YES NO YES nNO YES NO YES NO YES NO
X

ADDITIONAL DATA AND/OR STATEMENT

*eolonel Do Ho Torrey, ¢/ G-1 Army Groudd Forces, washington, Do

*Fyps, Tirginia Ho Dekay {sister) o/o Commander C. Go DeKay,
o So Navyo ;

\
COPIES FURNISHED: Ix IBATI‘I.I 29 SEP 'WF'!.‘
BY OYDER HESPARETARY. QRWAR - W W
8. 3.0, F.B. L F.C. U. 8. A ; R o‘?%b\ ¢4
ARMY EFFECTS BUREAU | y "4 P Z ; 4”/ e
i CASUALTY BRANGH FILK .:NON BATIER A )ﬁ"l g A AAAA_ 3 o
G. A. O, VET. ADMIN, A. G, 201 FILE £ o “ ] . E apsuTanT eEnkRAL |

—WD. AGO. FORM NO. B2-1, 20 MAY 1944 @



//ﬂ 4

BT @ REPORT OF BURIAG 105 15 Ausset 156

TM 10-630 AND AR 30-1815

Griffith Welborn Col 0=16194
Last Name m% /_/J Rank Serial No.
~~20th Co_2§=§§_§rai*b
rganization
Chartres, France Unk |6 Au‘i ‘-H KIA
Place of Death Date of Death- Cause of Death
0800 18 August i e S i ] B
Time and Date of Burial Name of Cemetery Neme or Coordinates of Location
126 [T A Cross
Grave Number Row Number Plot Number ‘Type of Marker

Disposition of Identification Tags: Buried with body YesTJ No [  Attached to Marker Yes @ No [J
If No Identification Tags

How were remains identified ?

What means of identification were buried with the body?

To determine Right or Left use Deceased’s Right and Left.

Who is buried on: 5 ! . o
No grave, beginning of row.

Deceased’s Right: s SealliNG! Rank Organization Grave No.
SRR v 0=7260685 =
Deceased’s Left: ——Axgﬁ‘;l‘lu 0—.2&%%%.%&& 2 Organization, Gx}v: Zo.

Signature or Name, Rank and if possible Organization of person furnishing above Data when other than officer reporting burial.

If print of identification tag is not affixed fill in below:

WELBORN B GRIFFITH _ i AT
016194 1-41-42-93 Emergency Addressee Nell H. Griffith

NELL H GRIFFITH i

95 86TH ST, ¢ 5 86th. St. Brooklyn N.
BROOKLYN, N.Y. ‘ 92 Ll o

Religion L LOB8BSHENT
List only Personal Effects Found on Body and disposition of same:

Fountain pen (cap midging)
Eagle
Collar insignia

No currency //////

Signature of Officer or other person reporting burial

Verified by G.R.S. Officer T k e S
et N &1 4 .’¢M
5 " WV v Ao



¥ & CEASED UNIDENTIFIED ®

IS Take Fing®%rints of Both Hands. If unable to obtai
~complete set of Fingerprints, Take Those You Can, and fill in
~  the following: :

PUBH 3j3T

Right Hand

. Height: Laundry Marks:
Weight: ~ Number of Rifle: .
Color of Eyes: Wear Glasses?
" Colotr of Haig: .5 | Is Tooth Chart Attached?
Race: -
(If possible, have medical personnel take.a tonth chart, if no medical
personnel present, fill in a tooth chart below.) In space below, locate,
and describe any scars, birthmarks, moles, defqrmit'ics, etc.
[ %)
Note below any identifying clues found, such as letters, photographs,
probable organization of deceased, etc.:
-

qUINYL,

s Left

3,

Deceased

TOOTH CHART If this is an Isolated Burial, make a Sketch of the Location,
oriented with Permanent Landmarks. If more space needed
U g attach scparate sheet. Indicate North. :
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25 October 1946

Mrs. Welborn B, Griffith
0/0 M, C. B, :
95-86th Strest

Brooklyn, Nev York

Deax Mrs, Griffith;

The Wex Department is most desirous that you de fwrnished infore
_ mation regarding the bdurial locatiom of your mm, the late Colomel
* Welborn B. er:rnth, 016 19%, {

rum«mmmmmmnum-mmm
in the U, 8, Military Comtery 8t, Carneills, plot A, rov 6, grave 126,
You may be assured that the identification and interment have been
accomplished with fitting dignity end solemmity.

This comstery is located nine miles northeast of Le Msus, France,
and is under the constant oare and supervision of United States mili-
tary personmel,

The Wer Department has now been authorised to coamply, at Govern~
ment expense, with the feasible wishes of the next of kin
tmmum,mwmamumwmmam. A%
a later date, this office will, without any action omn your part, pro-
mtumwmnummmtmm-mumuma

-

‘?hngmptw eve sympathy in your great loss.,
o g Sincerely yowrs,
ST :: (g
%50 i
0y 2 Ak I et T, B, LARKIN
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Office of the Adjutent General o0 N
War Department , : & AR
Washington, D. C. oo - L Gk

Dear Sir:

I have applied for a passport for the purpose
of visiting the grave of my brother,

Colonel Welborn R. Griffith

who was killed on August 16 1944 a2nd bturied near
Le Mans, Fresnce.

At the suggestion of the Passport Division
of the State Department, I am writing to you; as
it appears I may be entitled to & psssport with—
ont payment of the #9.00 fee, if vour office
will fonfirm the sbove information.

Your cooperation will be sincerely eppreciated.

oMLl %
Harrison G. DeKay
( Mrs. C. G, DeXay)
«o¥h

*\

Merch 8, 1947 A

1146 Valley Drive WEN \ S

Alexendira, Virginie 3 .
: W + .-AMS’§§5

{\ "J“‘\"\?L g

¥ 3 7
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SECURITY CiFICATlON (If any)
WAR DEPARTMENT
MEB:iad 1E 863
FILE No. SUBJECT A i g
AGAC-C 014,331 Passport for Visit to Brother's Grave in France
(10 Mar 47) requested by Mrs Harrison G DeKay
T0 FROM DATE COMMENT Ne. 1
The Quartermsster General Operations Branch 13 Mar 47 Lt Col Babcock
Attention: Memorial Division General Correspondence . Ext 2090
Room 2007, Temporary Building Section, AGO =
B Room 1E 863 Pentogon o
Forwarded as a matter of primary interest. Mrs. DeKay has been il
advised of this reference.
FOR THE ADJUTANT GENERAL: r’
o~ f”“\\@“@ ) E) Ei\
\le S »"’f
I Tncl ) Adjutant General b}
Ltr fr Mrs Harrison G DeKay <
to AGO dtd 10 Mar 47 T
=
("
e
-
W
’*?:.,_
9.8
(19 [
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e Ly e,
QIR 293 o § St |

Griffith, Welborn B,
SN 016 194 % >
B il L

Address Reply To - 25 March 1947
TEE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL ) o,
Attention: Memorial Division

Mrs, Herrison G. DeKay
1146 Valley Drive
Alexsndria, Virginia

Dear Mrs, DeKay:

S Your letter to The Ad jutant General concerning your brother, the
N late Colonel Wellborn B, Griffith, has been referred to this office,

The officisl Report of Burial discloses that the remains of
your brotheér wers interred in Flot Ay Row 6, Grave 126, in the
ates Nilitary Cemetery St, Corneiile, locsted nine miles
a8t of Le Mans, France. ‘

) N Please accept my sincere sympathy in the loss of your brother,

Sincerely yours,

RICHARD B. COOMBS

,-lh)jor, QMC
" Memoriel Divisien
»
; 30>
;‘ R~ A
: ~

NOISIAID TVIHONIH
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e« 4. @

- /Q‘m 29% » v
| [ Solonel) V¥, B. Griffith
N (AT 25 Nareh 1947
\ S
i ¢ {3
\~ \ Z.{ U >
Hre. R. R, Shipley, Ohief
Paseport Divisioen
Departaent of State
Vinder Bullding
17¢h & G Streets, H.¥,
¥ashington, ». €.
| Attentien: Hr., Havennor
Dear Nrs. Shipley:

The Yar Department will interpose no objections to the issusnce
of a passport to Mrs. Harrison 0. DeKay in order that she mey visit
the grave of her brother, the late Celonel W. 3. Oriffith, who is
buried in the United Statee Nilitary Cemetery, St. comk}\h. France
in Flot A, Rew 6, Orave 126,
| Sincerely yours,

GRO. W, Lmum. JR.

Colonel, QM0

Nemorial Division
ajk

FOR RECORD OFLY: (McTwiggan) R

Request made by Mrs. DeKay for 1tr fm this office to D/S in order

that a passport could be issued to her.
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COR.F;ESPONDENCE ACTION WORK SHEET

_1? / ¢ / P )4:fii/j;,_‘_"g
Send Letter to //'/}""'/ b/v//zf’»m % /"’. a& /@/ ' </L«/2.«/.m,.
g Relationship
// e Z frefs trtA ?&»"! ‘-‘?“'ff.a—’
ADDRESS ;;;//%,,,45{% i

fz.,«/ Tl P

Army Serial Number = 0 / é /7 % Rank éﬂ”’“{:/

=

OPENING PARAGRAPH:  62-1 62-3 62-4

2
BURTAL INFORMATION: @ SRRl o0 o TN 15", 124 ety T
ST AR IS RTISI 72 04 SRS o 551 Q
]
Temp. Cem. é \f" ; &
Perm. Cem. _g. J}é «4‘ ?/7Mf ot 2 ST
Plot Row Grave Name of‘ Cem City and Country =
=
(@]
RETURN OF REMAINS: Tt B8 o Bl TR
OTHER PARAGRAPHS 23 24 26 27 28 29 30 35 36 40 41 42 BTRORN

43 51 53 54 55 56 57 58 58A 60 61 634 <IN

63B 65 G65A 65B 65C 65D 66 67 68 68A 69 70 iy g\ :

73 74 76 84 85 g\ .
INDORSEMENTS: To AG (47 71) TolaChilof Chap ' (46808 71) &
To Other Agencies: (71) &

7,
&
sy
4

P

PERSONAL EFFECTS: 60) (YL

SUSPEND days

VN4
-

=

Copy of letter to AGO and Identification Section*

y

TEMPORARY CHANGE OF ADDRESS * * PERMANENT CHANGE OF ADDRESS
BUCK SLIP TO RECORDS SECTION
COPY TO ADJUTANT GENERAL

v
4 4

Vs

ANYN2LSH IS
y

-

Dates of Letters for which Copies are Necessary to AAF:

PRy
[ T

4

OTHER :

AVILINI
3';19'“4

=7

»

|
CLOSING PARAGRAPH: /62/—5//." Regret Delay *

" / 7.LFL/
& ' 32 ‘/ Y7
Letter to be Dated Iy’ialyst Typist Reviewer - ’{

* Note: Cirele paragraph numbers and/or starred phrases that are applicable.

25-94420
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QIR 293
Griffith, Welbormn D.
A8 016 19k ;
G b L RSy A 27 Moy 1947

Mra, Welborm B. Griffith
e/o ln'. ¢, S, Huphrey
95 « 86¢h Btrest
Brooklyn, New York

Deaxr Mrg. Gediffiths 4 _A : b

“Inaloded herewlth is a pleture dmwmsummumy
Cemotery St. Corneills, France, in which your husband, the late
Colomel Wiibarn B, &-uﬁ.th, ia buried, |

;tianyumhoyoﬁntxmwgun

or retwmned to the Homeland for final burdal.
Sincerely yours,




NaLE, Griffith, Welborn D.

agy_ 016 194

RANK Celenel,

St. Corneille, France.

4 -6 - 126,

D

Changes made in information Forms #333

and A-Z are from sources listed below:

QQUG Form 381 postmarked 8 Jun 47.

Officer's Iritials @ 8

Date 2 2%%«_ /7 ¢

FROM: RULATIONSHIP Widew e iy
ALE Griffith, Welborn B,
SERET 95 ~ 8bth Street, c/e r. C.”. Humphrey,

CITY & STATE __ Brooklyn, New York, L0 R
TO: RELATIONSHIP  Same.

NAME Same. 8
STREET 105 Nerth George Street

Goldsbore, Nerth Carelina.

NaT @ g g

Pila 2.57‘“‘ (74T




Col. Weltorn B. Griffith, 016 19%
Plot ‘A, Row 6, Grave 126, -« .4
Unlted States Mi'itary Cemete

0 "{, E: ry

ol

29 duly 1947

St. Cormeille,

eb

Mrs. Welborn B, Griffith
105 North George Street
Goldsboro, North Carolina

Dear Mre. Griffith:

The people ortﬁsﬁhimstam, through the Congress have authorized the
disinterment and final burial of the herolc dead of World Wer II. The Quarter-

" mastor Ceneral of the Army has been entrusted with thls sacred responsibility
%o the hLonored dead.  The recerds of the War Department indicate that you may

be the nearest relatlye of the above-nsmed deceased, who gave his life in the

gservice of his country. ,

’ The enclosed pamphlets, “Disposition of World War II Armed Forces Dead,"”
and "American Cemeteries,” explain the disposition, options and services mede
available to you by your Govermment. If you are the next of kin according to
the line of kinship as set forth in the enclosed pamphlet, "Disposition of
World War II Armed Forces Deed,” you ere invited to express your wishee as to
the dispoeition of the remeins of the deceased by completing Part I of the en~
¢losed form "Request for Disposition of Remains." EBhould you desire to relin-
quish your rights to the next in line of kinehip, please complete Part II of the
enclosed form. If you are not the next of kin, please complete Part IIT of the
enclosed form.

If you should elect Option 2, it is advised that no funeral arrangements
or other personal arrangements be made until you are further notified by this
office. .

Will you please complete the enclosed form, "Request for Disposition of
Remains” and mail in the enclosed solf-addressed envelope, which reguires no
postage, within 30 daye after
avold unnecessary delays. -

3 a0 J

Gz Wi 8incerely,
v/ B3
< ac
Incle. ot ST THOMAS B. LARKIN
= = Major General
gt i a The Quartermaster General

s dF




F TR NOTICE OF Cp**NGE IN ADDRESS

5 NAME OF DECEASED / RANK SERIAL NUMBER — !
W MELBoR N _BART,w  ERtr )iy LolowEL AL AL ST ;
| NAM‘E"QE"NEXTVOF' KIN » RELATIONSHIP ‘
R Y LB A S e 2 e W g ;;

| OLD ADDRESS 3 ‘

J8 e PTG Eirs BRooksyw § ity
X 7 ra

NEW ADDRESS

' 105 NoRT7TH GFforée JTREE
| ~2098  JorkTH OF

GolDs Boro, s, Q.

_ﬂgi_%w RETO R i NSy e WF o e

4wk HRr  Cod. TRiFSB
BE L r7 wrFh Aer £ iy

REMARKS

-'{}ozfrzzu_f 1S B LovEl y CEmEZ SR

U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16—51932-1

OVER SEAS,




/ BUDGET BUREAU No. 49-R277.

. REQUEST FOR DISPOSITION OF REMAlg -

GRADE OF DECEASED, NAME, ARMY SERIAL NUMBER AND REPORTED PLACE OF BURIAL . v DATE:

& T - s M o OGN s ¥ T T o
dla 'J(?-}.%I‘.\f':.} :3- :%2?..-&;.‘1“ f,,,i.u 3,)','

Plot A, Row G, Grave 12 29 July IoAT
United Gtates Mty C
St. Cornellle, France A C
DO NOT WRITE ABOVE THIS LINE B D i

\‘JOTE.—TThe next_of kin should familiarize himself with the contents of the pamphlet, ''Disposition of World War || Armed Forces Dead,’’ before
filling out this form. When the proper part of this form is filled out and properly signed by the next of kin, it should be returned to the
OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL, MEMORIAL DIVISION, WAR DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON 25, D. C., in the
self-addressed postage-free envelope provided for this purpose.

If you are the next of kin or authorized representative of next of kin and desire to direct the disposition of the remains, please fill in PART |

of this form.
PART 1
A Please indicate relationship to th i
I’ NELL /{ 6./2 I///)'IL ‘(‘X” in ;he ;roper l;lo;c.)m el oo deceasedioptplEeigian
(PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE NAME OF NEXT OF KIN)
IE/WI DOW EI WIDOWER [:] SON OVER 21 YEARS OLD D DAUGHTER OVER 21 YEARS OLD
D FATHER D MOTHER D BROTHER OVER 21 YEARS OLD D SISTER OVER 21 YEARS OLD

D RELATIONSHIP OTHER THAN ABOVE (Specify)

HAVING FAMILIARIZED MYSELF WITH THE OPTIONS WHICH HAVE BEEN MADE AVAILABLE TO ME WITH RESPECT TO THE FINAL RESTING PLACE OF THE DECEASED
DESIGNATED ABOVE, NOW DO DECLARE THAT IT IS MY DESiRE THAT THE REMAINS: (Please place an “X”’ in the box opposite the option you have selected.)

m/l. BE INTERRED IN A PERMANENT AMERICAN MILITARY CEMETERY OVERSEAS.

D 2. BE RETURNED TO THE UNITED STATES OR ANY POSSESSION OR TERRITORY THEREOF FOR INTERMENT BY NEXT OF KIN IN A PRIVATE CEMETERY

(NAME AND LOCATION OF CEMETERY)

D 3. BE RETURNED TO THE HOMELAND OF THE DECEASED OR NEXT OF KIN, FOR INTERMENT BY NEXT OF KIN IN A
(FOREIGN COUNTRY)

PRIVATE CEMETERY LOCATED AT.

(LOCATION OF CEMETERY SELECTED)

D 4. BE RETURNED TO THE UNITED STATES FOR FINAL INTERMENT IN A NATIONAL CEMETERY LOCATED AT

(LOCATION OF NATIONAL CEMETERY SELECTED)
(Please indicate if your own religious services at a location other than the selecied national cemetery are desired by placing an “X”’ in the proper box)

DYES I:]NO

THE NAME OF THE DECEASED, THE SERIAL NUMBER AND GRADE ARE CORRECT EXCEPT FOR THE FOLLOWING CHANGES: (If no corrections are necessary, indicate
this fact by inserting the word ‘““NONE”’ in the space below.)

!

NowE

5 / g iyt /
T HPETT 77

s Ml e 9 APR 1948

e

16—560411-1

oame rom 315 MILITARY _ Lan
APR 1 « : v T




| )
i 1 4 L

PART | (Continuea) Ba

: - . = A . H n
If on_Page 1 of this form you have selected Option Number 2 or 3, or Option Number 4 with your own funeral ceremonies desired at a locatio
other than the selected national cemetery, complete one of these sections.

I, AS THE NEXT OF KIN, DO FURTHER DECLARE THAT | DESIRE THE REMAINS TO BE SENT TO THE FOLLOWING PERSON WHO HAS AGREED TO RECEIVE THEM:

LAST NAME FIRST NAME MIDDLE INITIAL
CITY OR TOWN COUNTY OR PROVINCE STATE OR TERRITORY OF
S doc ANDISTREET i el U.S. A., OR COUNTRY
EXPRESS OFFICE (Nearest railroad Dpassenger station) TELEGRAPH ADDRESS TELEPHONE No.
OR L '
I, AS THE NEXT OF KIN, DO FURTHER DECLARE THAT I DESIRE THE REMAINS TO BE SENT TO THE FOLLOWING FUNERAL DIRECTOR WHO HAS AGREED
TO RECEIVE THEM: :
FULL NAME OF FUNERAL DIRECTOR
NUMBER AND STREET CITY OR TOWN [ COUNTY oR PROVINCE STATE OR TERRITORY OF
U.S. A.. OR COUNTRY
EXPRESS OFFICE (Nearest railroad Ppassenger station) TELEGRAPH ADDRESS TELEPHONE No.

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY THE NAME AND ADDRESS OF THE PERS

ON NEXT IN LINE OF KINSHIP AFTER ME, AS SET FORTH IN THE PAMPHLET, “DISPOSITION OF
WORLD WAR II ARMED FORCES DEAD," IS: :
LAST NAME FIRST NAME MIDDLE INITIAL RELATIONSHIP TO
DECEASED
NUMBER AND STREET CITY OR TOWN : COUNTY OR PROVINCE | STATE OR TERRITORY OF
U.S. A, OR COUNTRY

REMARKS OR ADDITIONAL INSTRUCTIONS (For additional space use page 4.*)

AS EXPLAINED IN THE PAMPHLET, *DISPOSI
DISPOSITION OF THE SAID REMAINS,

I, the undersigned, DO SOLEMNLY SWEAR (OR AFFIRM) that the statements made by me in th i
the best of my knowledge and beljef. Y in the foregoing document are full and true to

/435 M GEO‘RCE Sr
REET
deve A @%/_%M\ AT a
(SIGWRE NEXT OF KIN) —— X
Mo Er 5
(NAME PRINTED OR TYPED) \

Subscribed and duly sworn to before me accordin

194/ at city (or town) of %

District) of ,__E et

TION OF WORLD WAR 11 ARMED FORCES DEAD,” | AM THE NEXT OF KIN AND THE INDIVIDUAL AUTHORIZED TO DIRECT THE -

g to law by the above-named applicant thjs
Vs

Vi A
~Y
D/
2 3 ST o day of ’
» County of
%. and State (or Territory oF

-, ;
NOTE.—Page 4 18 part of the notarjal attestation;

PAGE 2

QAITITEER S+
Commission ExXpITe




4 i’ PART II—RELINQUISHMENT OF DISPOSITION AUTHORITY

If you are the next of kin and you desire to relinquish your disposition authority, please fill in PART Il of this form.

I, THE ’ AS THE

(PLEASE INSERT RELATIONSHIP) NEXTROFKINAORSTHE DECEASED
NAMED IN PART | OF THIS FORM, DO HEREBY RELINQUISH MY RIGHTS TO DIRECT THE FINAL DISPOSITION OF THE REMAINS OF THE DECEASED
THE NEXT EXISTING PERSON IN THE ORDER OF ELIGIBILITY OF DECEDENT'S SURVIVORS IS: '

LAST NAME FIRST NAME MIDDLE INITIAL

RELATIONSHIP TO THE DECEASED

. NUMBER AND STREET CITY OR TOWN STATE OR COUNTRY

WHOM | UNDERSTAND SHALL HAVE THE RIGHT TO DIRECT FINAL DISPOSITION OF THE REMAINS OF THE DECEASED.

(DATE)

(SIGNATURE OF NEXT OF KIN) (STREET AND NUMBER)

(CITY AND STATE)

(NAME PRINTED OR_TYPED)

PART I

If you are NOT the next of kin authorized to direct the disposition of remains, please fill in PART [l1 of this form.

T THE NEXT OF KIN AUTHORIZED TO DIRECT THE FINAL DISPOSITION OF THE REMAINS OF THE DECEASED
N, TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, IS THE NEXT OF KIN TO WHOM THIS FORM ™

il Y YOU THAT | AM NO
p S I HE FOLLOWING PERSO

NAMED ON PAGE 1 OF THIS FORM. T

SHOULD BE DIRECTED.
LAST NAME FIRST NAME MIDDLE INITIAL
RELATIONSHIP TO THE DECEASED

— CITY OR TOWN STATE OR COUNTRY
NUMBER AND STREET

(DATE)

(STREET AND NUMBER)

(SIGNATTES/—//

(CITY AND STATE)

(NAME PRINTED OR TYPED)
PAGE 3

16—50410-1
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.ADDITIONAL'REMARKS AND INSTRUCTIONS

All remarks and information entered here will be considered as part of the Notarial Attestation.

e
\
>
= &
:/J

PAGE 4

U. 8. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE



® -
Reinterred 22 March 1949
Bfi=l St JAMES DISINTERMENT DIRECTIVE
H, F, HILL
Cept., QMC Cem, Supt,
TR DIRECTIVE NUMBER DATE o
NAME AND BURIAL LOCATION OF DECEASED 3576 00185 |15 04 48
2 a2 DAY |MONTH| YEAR
NAME & /ot SERIAL NUMBER RANK ARM| DATE OF DEATH
G’RIFF’I TH NE'LBORN B O—-01i6194 COL 1
— AW O VIl T R, 0=16194 DAY IMONTH I YEAR
CEMETERY ' S — e ?4/-— DISPOSITION OF REMAINS
ST CORNEILLE - LE MANS 1l | 3504 80
CODE | pist.pr. |
PLOT ROW |[GRAVE COUNTRY CAUSE OF DEATH |
Al 6 126 FRANCE 1 J

SECTION B — CONSIGNEE AND NEXT OF KIN

NAME AND ADDRESS OF CONSIGNEE
ST. JAMES, FRANCE

NAME AND ADDRESS OF NEXT OF KIN

NELL H. GRIFFITH (WIFEY
105 NORTH GEORGE STREET
GOLDSBORO, NORTH CAROL INA |

SECTION C— DISINTERMENT AND IDENTIFICATION

Flagz sent %1 March 1949

NAME SERIAL NUMBER RANK | DATE OF DEATH DATE DISTINTERRED
GRIFFITH, Welborn Be |0-16194 UTD 1l June 1948
IDENTIFICATION TAG ON | ORGANIZATION RELIGION IDENTIFICATION VERIFIED BY
REMAINS USAGF
, P EARL TUCKER MR
MARKER Prot J. EARL TUCKEH ¢ St nine

SECTION D — PREPARATION OF REMAINS FOR SHIPMENT

NATURE OF BURIAL

CONDITION OF REMAINS

O.D. UNIFORM ADVANCED DECOMFOSITIC
OTHER MEANS OF IDENTIFICATION
NONE
MINOR DISCREPANCIES 2  ASN. CORR. (HQ.AGRC ) |
NN ] 1
NONE 20 h}’\i‘ ﬁ(u» —
REMAINS PREPARED AND PLACED INKGASKETX Transier Gage. |
[ ;
pate’ 11 June 1948 BY AP i, _mg AL TUCKER
CASKET SEALED BY EMBALMER (Signature) ‘
ROY  HALFORD |
CASKET BOXED AND MARKED \smémumés@vmm'w m 1 markings tags
and vlates vex o
pate 16/9/48 sy ROY HALEORD J w‘ « A 7Lt Inf

| hereby certify that all the foregomg operohons ,were conducted and accomplished under my immediate supervisian

+

and that the report above is correct. /' exeept

keting

<L--_ v dnd. sl

RULZL

/ -

I_. .) 28

..,

TR ks

S P

SlGNATURE OF GRS INSPECTOR

1 Prepare Discrepancy Report @QMC Form 1194a for mzyor dxsorepancxes

R AL

3
)

QMC FORM
REV 15 MAR 45

1194

/’s

//)

uuu luc.».._» A<D WY 1.

(o i it

+
o LAMICS ale typed fers

TR C il X ‘ '




RECORD OF CUSTODIAL TRANSFER

- 1. SHIPPED
FROM 10
0 ST . GO s TLIE ! USMC: ST« 'JAMES
Ui\ ‘3~ i L e e D bend }5 DA £ JANL D
KIND OF CONVEYANCE NAME OF CONVOYER
TRUCK. /.. Cpl Binette
SIGNATURE OF SHIPPER DATE SIGNATURE OF RECEIVER DATE
™, 6.« MURRAY. CAPEQMC 1 E/'?/iz-S HARRYE ' HIEL.-CAPT-QuC .1'5/7’43
2. SHIPPED
FROM 10
KIND OF CONVEYANCE NAME OF CONVOYER
SIGNATURE OF SHIPPER DATE SIGNATURE OF RECEIVER DATE
3. 'SHIPPED
FROM TO
KIND OF CONVEYANCE NAME OF CONVOYER
SIGNATURE OF SHIPPER DATE SIGNATURE OF RECEIVER DATE
4. SHIPPED
FROM TO
KIND OF CONVEYANCE NAME OF CONVOYER
SIGNATURE OF SHIPPER /(| DATE SIGNATURE OF RECEIVER DATE
5. SHIPPED
FROM 70
KIND OF CONVEYANCE NAME OF CONVOYER
CO[DENOKD? ORI & 'y
SIGNATURE OF SHIPPER DATE SIGNATURE OF RECEIVER '/ DIEER I DATE
»” > v S q -~ bl - b n A {;‘ | \ \y
6. SHIPPED ¢
FROM 10
KIND OF CONVEYANCE NAME OF CONVOYER (4
SIGNATURE OF SHIPPER i DATE SIGNATURE OF RECEIVER DATE
i 7 SHIPPER: ¥ VA AR 0
FROM TO
KIND OF CONVEYANCE NAME OF CONVOYER
SIGNATURE OF SHIPPER DATE SIGNATURE OF RECEIVER DATE
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10 Junme 1949
~¥J » Col Welborn B, Griffith, ASK 016 19k
7Y

5-PI5E B, Row U WEEVE X

Heedetone: Croses

St. Jemes (France) U. B. Militery Cemetery

Mrs. Tell H. Griffith
105 Torth George Street
Coleboro, North Cerolina

Dear Mra. Griffith:

Thie 1g to inform you that the remains of your loved ome have
been permanently interred, as recorded above, eide by side with cam-
redes who also gave their lives for their country. Customary mili-
tary funeral services were comlucted over the grave at the time of
burial.

‘ £fter the Depertment of the Army hae completed all final intermentes,

the cemetery will be transferred » a8 authorized by the Congress, to the
cere aml supervigion of the American Battle Momments Commiseion. The
Commission also will have the responsibility for permenent construction
am beeutificetion of the cemetery, incluling eroction of the permeanent
headstone. The heedstone will be Inscribed with the name exactly es
recorded above, the rank or rating where appropriate, organization,
Btate, aml date of death. iny imuiries relative to the type of heed =
atone or the epelling of the name to be inseribed thereon, should be
aldreseed to the fmericen Battle Momumente Commission, Weshington 25, D. C.
Your letter sghould include the full name, rank, eerial mmber, grave
location, and neme of the cemetery.

While interments are in Progrees, the cemstery will not de open to
vieltors. You may rest mesured that this finel interment waes comlucted
with fitting dignity emd polemnity amd thet the grave-site will be care-

fully aml conecientiously maintained 1n verpetulty by the United States
Govermment . A
\

( v £ Sincerely youre,

H. FELDMAN
: Ma jor Ceneral
The Quertermester General

G e UGS i

reg
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Slain colonel a hero in town he protected

or. ‘more ; than’ 50
years, Thomas
Griffin, 62, of Fair-

. pened to his uncle,

Col.. Welborn: B..

Griﬁ'itl;, 42, who was reported
killed in France during World
War IL. - R

- The retired‘Arni'y"li'eutenént'

general only knew his uncle had
been killed in action, but he and
his. family longed for: details

-about how and where Col..Grif-

fith died. The questions” drove
Gen. Griffin to visit France in
1990 to inquire about his uncle’s
death, but he came up-empty-
handed. 2 ; :

-“Everywhere we went, no-

body knew anything,” he said in
arecent interview. . .+ :

But it turns.out that Gen.’

Griffin and his family, which is

spread over the East Coast, were - -
while sitting in his Fairfax Sta-
- _tion home last month, he was

not the only ones looking for an-
swers about his uncle: i

Across the Atlantic, residents

of Leves, France, often won-

dered about the brave U.S. sol-

dier gunned down Aug. 16,1944,
during the small town’s liber-
ation from German troops. He
was the lone American casualty
of the battle in the small farm
town north of Chartres. §
The soldier remained where
he fell, as his comrades pursued
the fleeing Germans. Within
hours, the townspeople of Leves
Covered the spot with flowers.
Eventually, they put a plaque
on a wall at the spot where he
waskilled, and they turned it into
a shrine of sorts, according to
recent letters from residents.
On every Aug. 16 since, the
town’s residents gather at the
scene and lay flowers at the me-
morial of their unknown soldier.
But while he was a hero in

“ town folklore; his identity for the

past S0 years remained as much
of a mystery to the townsfolk as

. mystery to'his family. . .. . .,
~ . That's  because: .the towns-

. dered what hap- ~

- contact an address in Leves.

- seeking -clues about Col. Grif-

Col. Griffith’s fate remained a

people for decades mistook the

s dead soldier’s first name for his~ |
last, even commemorating_him+*

on the plaque as “Col. Welburn,” -~
a misspelled version of his first
name. .

- But Bernard Papillon, a local

historian; learned the fallen
hero’s true identity in the fall
with help from officers at the St.
Louis facility where U.S. Army
personnel records are ware-
housed.: .. T oo
‘= Mr. Papillon quickly found
Col. Griffith’s grave at a French
military- cemetery, but he and
other local residents still wanted
to know more about the man who
gave his life helping to liberate
their town. AP &7
So Mr. Papillon put an ad in
the Retired Officer Association
magazine, asking anyone who
knew Welborn Barton Griffith to

When Gen. Griffin saw the ad

“absolutely - dumbfounded” He
was startled to see it so many
years. after the ‘family began

fith’s death. } -

“I always sort of wondered
what happened to old Griff)”
Gen. Griffin said, using the nick-
name for the uncle he had not
seen since he was a young boy. “I
really did feel a chill up my spine
when I saw that ad” - - -~ ..~

A series of letters and phone
calls to Leves followed and, by
mid-March, an excited family
knew what had happened to their
long-lost relative. And the people
of Leves finally satisfied their
desire to learn more about their
long-anonymous hero.

“I was so thrilled, so very ex-
cited,” said Col. Griffith’s widow,
Nel Griffith, 82, from North
Carolina. “I was stunned” -

“We were just overwhelmed
with curiosity. [The ad] was
rather eerie” said his daughter,

<

Col.

1

¢ Photo by Tracy A. Woodward/The
Like his uncle, retired Lt. Gen. Thomas Griffin has Army tie:

Welborn B. Griffith's bod was covered with flowers and an ..
American flag after he was killed in Leves, France, in 1944;

q

Alice Irving, 53, in a telephone
interview from Jacksonville,
Fla. “It was like a voice or a mem-
ory from 50 years ago.”
According to U.S. Army rec-
ords and accounts from. wit-
nesses in Leves, Col. Griffith was
leading a mission to rid the town
of German troops that were
straggling behind after a Nazi
retreat. :
Although he was the oper-
ations officer for 20th Corps
headquarters, Col. Griffith load-

ed his rifle and took it on himself '
to search buildings in town room
by room. ; ¢
In the center of town, he found
about 15 Nazis and opened fire
before jumping atop a U.S. tank

and leading a charge at the en-"

emy position, according to wit-
nesses and Army reports.
“During the advance of the
tank he was exposed to intense
eénemy machine gun and rocket-
launcher fire” and was killed, ac-
cording to his citation for the

. Leves. The townspeople put up
- ‘aplaque on the spot where their

.. surname and misspelled.

Col. Griffith is buried in a military
cemetery (top) not far from

hero was killed by the Nazis;
but his first name is used as h

Distinguished Service Cross.
The award is this country’s
second-highest for valqr,‘ after

* the Medal of Honor. "

Within hours of Col. Griffith’s
death, town residents covered

+ his body with flowers and topped
¢ it with a small

American flag.
U.S. troops eventually carted the

i body away, but residents turned
)| the spot into a makeshift memo-
. rial, according to letters towns-

people sent to Gen. Griffin. ! " -
This Aug. 16, when residents

- of Leves gather to leave flowers

and honor their hero, Gen.
Griffin and family will be on
hand as official guests of the
town. The ceremonies will in-
clude dedication of a street in the
name of Col. Griffith, a 1925

v‘j ' graduate of West Point. -

. “It’s so nice to know that peo-

_: ple really gave a damn.” said

Gen. Griffin, now the president
of D3 International, an engineer-
ing firm at 1400 L Street NW,

“They really cared about this
fella who came across the ocean
to fight and save their town. They
Jjust felt he was the savior of their
town,” he said.. = a7t S

“It really makes you feel
good,” said Gen. Griffin, a 1956 .
West Point graduate. “When
something like this happens, you
have all kinds of emotions stir-
ring inside. They’re very loving,
very kind people”
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