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ed operatienal.plans;

For nine weekk

iand exhausted.

Nine weeks ef unremittingAeffe

\staff.was also present.

At thia meeting the appreximate,date

,plan termed NEPTUNE fer the combined Americaannglish invasion off

Normandy, Franee. At thie time the employment possibilities of XX

'Cerps were neither firm nor established.f One week aiter thein\,_
?return, on the 15th of May.1944 the written plan in outiine

-form cailed NLPTUNE which had previousiy been eraily discussed was'
received at XX Corps

uarters. On thie date General Waiker was“
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te,'VIII Corps ana XV Cerpa weuld oe centaineu andeunanle te reduee

Jsubmit xx Corpa
plan under the pertinent pmrtionn -of. the seneral_eutiine plan.\”

Under the general autline plan NE“'

| to be prepared te meve te Franee en er abeut D/45Aer¢¢31July ;3s;;;¢75

1944 The then forecast of the progress of the.Allied aqvance ' { e%f‘
| was that either by nﬂho the reductien ef the Brittany Peninsulafgiih"
by. XV Cerps, or by XV Cerps 1n cenaunetien with'VIII Cerpa

~ ,would be well under way, er, 1n the event this waa net true then

the Brittany Peninsula. Hewever, if the Brit.tany Peninsula was
reduced by Df40 1t was planned that tne balance of the jrd USArmy
'would land through the p@rts and beaches of tne Brittany and
Cetentin Peninsulas and wouid,asaemble zer eperations te tne

East. wAgain, ir tne advance was eentained and the faeillties )

eof" tne existing beachneads were limited it weuld then De

necessary to establiah.anather oeacn-nead by ampnibleus ana

c.

Jairoorne assault 1n tne vicinity er Mer;aix aa a base«frem Sl
’ L

wnich 1o strike out and capture Brest and reuuee the Brittany

Penlnsula. R o ﬂ; e h“fff*:fojx'

Given this estimate of the situatien XX Carps staff

b

,preparea tnree plans te meet tne eontlngencies eutlinea. PLan

:,,A detailedfinstructions and prioritiea fer an'e ors.

”Quioeron Bay area. It was assumea,tnat tnese Deaehes weula

\ : %

/inet De qeveLOpea &t tne time er XX Cerps Lanainga.r Fer tnis

‘reasen, & aeta;led terrain atudy ef tne Dea

"cqpaclniea, ana oun

s
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that the suppert ef an Ensineer Shere Brigade er ada1t1enal

‘Ensineer treeps weula be avaiiaoie to euppert~tne Bperatien.“i;*;;;:a;‘

Pian G (Operation SWOHDHILT) caiied Ier ‘4 seaperne j:157~k{
- operatien 10 pe earried out. cencurrently with an ;irberne fffj“"" T
attack in the vicinity of the city of. Merlaix on the Brittany -

ceast of Northern France. There te seize a beaeh-hea&

)

weencentrate, then to sweep ferward in a. aeuthwesterly direetie
tewards the 1ar3er eity and impertant harber ef Breat.l This
’eperatien was te ce into effect when VIII Cerps and XV Cerps

.ébthereafter and as directed by the Cemmandinc Generai ef Thirai\
'_U S Army Plan C was expanded inte the detailed plan knewn aa |
‘ ;bperatien SWORDHILT.;.,I. ', ‘;‘ 0 Fd
o Te aecemplish Operation SWORDHILT XX Cerps waa te be
a highly mebile, self-sufficient independent Cerps censisting
of twe Infantry D1visions(5th- and 28th), an Armered Divieien
(6th) and an Airberne Divieion (82nd) with attached er assigned
i unite totalling 1n all 99 , 900 afficere an& eniisted men with
| 20 218 vehicles. The cempenent parts ef‘thi ierge»CerpB ferc
Wwere set up as follews: .. HV '_ :
2 Infantry Div. (5th and ¢oth)
'l Armored Div. (6th) . . .
-1 Airberne Div. (82na)

 Engineers 15169
Artillery <9167

AA Arty. (eelf prepelled and mebile) <5592R

5

Quartermaster troops - ‘),i,,, o §¢5112¢w'“‘*

Tank Destroyer . R ‘"'4469;;=‘
- Armored Units - (Compesite Tank\an) 22020 . e R
-Ordnanee o S0 22780 539 -

. Medical oy E 2258, ..-.329. L
i Sisnal . TGP QA B %ﬁ%“&“ 1750 R
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;Military Pelice,,'- , vﬂi :1 3az/fllu ,}\vn

Chemical » N L ;A’ 622 308
Special Units o gg9 , "%gi_ SR
XX Cerps Hq. and Hq. Ce. S ____2___ - = fefgﬂ'f
| : TOTAL s 99,900 20218 ik
The Artillery listed abeve was. in additisn te the Division f°53}_5r)‘n
: Artillery sf each Division and consisted ef. ' ‘ .?f
o 3 Battalions Armered FA----105mm How. (sP). Iy
2 Battalions- FA"?'fT?'f"‘losmm ‘How, (trk) e T
2 Battalions FAr--e=-e-cmac- 155mm° Gun.(SP). IR T
5 Battalions FA----:err-rr-ISSmm Hew.\(Trac) R ;
'2 Battalions: FA—_---_--\--_----B" How.(Trae) - . -,
~ 1 Battalion. FA""""T' -— 5" Gun (Trae) S :
‘ 5 Hq. Batteries = = R (. “ﬂ?ohuﬂ; et
1 Observstien Battalien ' ‘}&‘v’f»,m%f}f~;"wiijﬁ;fgf}l*lfx;
~ The hazardoua coast the peer read facilities and the }f»‘.755$iéfﬁkf{

extremely rugged terrain aceeunt for the large number ef
' Engineer Cerp personnel. It vas. deemed necessary te have an o ,
. Q‘Engineer Special Brigade te maintain any beach-head secured plus, ;lﬂ*
lBridse and Pcnten Companies te develep and bulld up the road i':-
ffinet in tne target area. To illustrate the reasenins 1nvelved,f;f3
& special Engineerins survey report reaa in part as follews.ff:' )
}‘"COast line beset with efflyinz dangers frem recks***beaehes \3,L379r
concerned ‘could cnly be werked in fine weather***practically .
all the roads are. 3rd and 4th class needing develepment and ‘?gﬁ;;hﬁil
construction to handle the tennage assesseé. Ceast consiaeredl<};icr"

&
very bad the ancherages are mestly expesed tnere are many

offlying dsngers***lecal pilets***necessary"’i\Of the thirteenf
beaches 1n the tarzet area senerally enly nine ceuld pessibly
be used and five of these enly after censiderable develepmentw:

| work by tne Engineers. (See MAP NUMBER ONE attacned herete fer;

Engineers study of the target area)

Te render the Operation Swerdhllt so pai

preps.rea . operati T : ?
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‘was not. authorized to ee—ordiname with these' ‘
*  and branches due te their pre-occupatien elsewhere namely, the
‘ ‘invasien. Nevertneiees aa submission ef the detailed plani“lyy"

' been directed the various section chiefs,went ahead and made B

,attacnea to it, Le uesignate one of its amphibiousiy trained
,Regimental Gombat Teams to commence and:complete a detailed

, plan ror a particular amphibious eperatien.»

B 2oth Division was. selected.; Gelonel Blanten wassairected te

e — e e

/.’5—:“‘“\

?'Air’Support the/Navy&,and Services ef Supply. Hewever,,xx Gerps:of g

‘vital services

N basie assumptiens predicated en the units and types or suppert

;fenthe requirements and necessities ef his partioular sectien

Gthese speciiic enquiries.

E wnile tnese interrogateries were being prepared Heaa-\}:Lfd”

'quarters XX Corps received werd to direet tne 48th Divisien,,nhen i

VBrcause er tneﬁ”"”

experience and skill er its Gemmandins Oixicer, a Coionel W L.;;,r,ﬁ:.

Bianton, and the extensive training it had reeeived in ‘gj 5f

‘/ampnioious Operations tne iOyth Regimental Combst Team ‘or’ tne':Ql oth

. '\I C l/ﬁo”l( -

[
/f\ll”l(ll ’}'JD 755,“"‘
[y,




~

NN

Team to assist COionei Bisnton.

by Tanks -and Artillery and supperted by tne‘Air and the Navy.

The assault was te. be preceeded by an ai¢oornelassauit ei two g

Parachute Regiments and a battaiion er ParaenuteﬂField Artillery.»f~f1

This operation was te be an. 1ntegral.part?of the larger Operatien*fnh‘

called CHASTITY wnich had for its goai;the‘miiitary reduotion andyﬂffs

commanded the. Quioeron Bay area irem the ecean and its reductien ;'w

was attacned~as a starf officer to tne lOytn Regimental Combat

N ia 1o

Third U S Army to have its G-2 and/G-B repreeentatives accompanied
by similar representatives from the 28th Division meet at the ’ i
Headquarters of First United States Army Group (FUSAG) This';u'

/

meeting was also, attended by representatives from SHAHF, the ;,ﬁlff'

Allied Naval Expeditionary Force the Air Force,ysos FUSAG,
Third Us Army (TUSA) and memberstof the British Airborne

f: Command.. At this time the eperational plans BLNLFICIARY and

' HANDS UP were outlined by FUSAG. This meeting was adjourned

: until the fellewing Monday when final questions prior to detailed

A

planning were te be submitted and discussed. At the meeting on
the fellowinghMonday the date for the submission of the detailed

'1 plans of the eperations was set as 8 Julyﬁ1944 for Beneficiary

)
7

B and 15 July 1944 for HANDS UP.(

Work commenced at once on BENEFICIARY.‘ The Operatien
BENLFICIARI presuppeeed.that the Aliied advance would be .

'contained .on the Avranches-Arsentan line by approximately 10

[Pt —

f 111 G l/& ,.)H it l)
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deveiopment or tne entire Quiberon.Bay area.; Beile Isie '5’"*:571‘77

- would pe necessary. Major Overten 01 the G—j Stari oi XX Corps f,;;~,f

On d9 June 1944 XK.Corps reoeived a directive from Mﬁga*?



‘,movement

FE S e T et T
of'troops. A landing at the base of the Brittany Peninsuls‘itl'“i

would provide snother Port of entry, bs a diversion from the ‘
Avranches line and provide a force for the drive west to the S
port of. Brest or- east to provide Junotion with forces on the &" i

NEPTUNE beach-head in Normsndy. - The point seleoted for landing
; was the St.,Mhlo area. The city of St. Mslo ‘has. limited port
,,faoilities. The prominent feature of the area is the Rsnce )
Estuary, separating tWO Peninsulas.« The Estuary is % to 2 :?;:'

miles wide, St. Mhlo on\the sast and the,town of Dinard on the kkp

.West. In the area the coast is rugged with head lands rising

- 100 to 200 feet to a taole land of gentiy rollins country with

thin, sandy soil supporting crOps of cerisls and orchards and

-

j out into. small fields with hedges and windoreaks whion restriet
to roads and make observation nonex&stent.f There are
a ‘nunper of small streams which out deeply the incised

S

1valleys that presumably would have to be bridged. The En%ineers,

reconnotered thirty ‘beaches on the two peninsulas, but only three.
of these were considered good beaches for assault 1andings. The

‘A'
terrain definitely favored the dexender. ‘

G-2 estimated that there were four}gr five Battaiions ?ﬂﬁ*
of Russians manning the coastal defenses and that the 5th L
veParacnute Division could be oroubht up immediately to repel R
' the assault. This force misht ‘be’ reinforced by elements of :{;f:;
the enemy 319 Infantry Division drawn from tne Channel Islands.;rp,n
"By DAL a reserve division from the Avranches line oould oe o
ibrought up, and by D/a itkwas possible that twe Regimental

Combat Teams from the German 266th and the 275th Inrantry o
"Divisions could be brought in from tneir stations in tne ?7351&:7}1

/ » Southeast of Brittany. One could assume tnat approximateiy

i

' ‘three divisions-wedﬁff'

he&ﬁ assault by D/B.

/ DECLASSIFED -
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‘ additional Engineer troepa wouid De required andrunder t‘.hea_,~
.assumption that these troops woula?be made;availabie the
o planning went forward in detail.u,
“hereto) - | Lt

The pian provided for an intial airoorne ianaing on

(141;048) of the lst British Airoorne Divisio‘ ‘East of St.

assauit of ‘st Maie.f' The 504 th: Parachut

to 1and west of the Rance Estuary on tneﬂninard Peninsula, a i'e;
. and clear beach 399 and initiate the assauit on the-town or'“‘

f Dinard. The 887th Airborne Aviatien Enﬁineer Battalien was tegjf_ft

;\>elements of the adth Inxantry Division anklan Engineer Special»agfg?‘
'Brigaae.f To the east tne 1lOth Regimental Combat Team to be,

attached on ianding to tne lst Airoerne’ iv‘sion was to land

part of the lst Airborne Division tnen“tf,carryion the‘assauit

“of St. Male and eataolisn ‘the in&tial Deacn—head iine.f{To ‘the.

2otn Infannry Division was tg lana over beaeh 399, estaolisi

t_

- contact with the 504th Paracnute RegimennalACOmbat Team.afThe

I'4 S, ST . eolT

' 2otn Infantry Division Witn tne 504tn Paracnune RCT and*tne

L POiish Inaependent Parachute Brigaae Grou ~

RECLASSIEIED -
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initiai beach-heaa iine. The reserve, thealxéth HGT_oi tne doth

. Inxantry Divisien, minus tne iet Battaiieniwas te Ioiiew up over S
; ii oeaoh 399 aIter tne 109thARCT wniie the. iat Battaiien was to;ﬁfvf‘57ﬁy
lana ir necessary on the Iie ae Cezemore te neutraiize hosniie

\Artiilery present 1I such derenses haa net oeen previously |
': neutraiized vy tne Navy anu tne‘Air suppert.. The 80th Infantry
Division was to fellew, one RCT over beaches in the Dinard |
Peninsula and two RCTs. over beaches in the St. Malo Peninsulaiarea.ie
The totai ferce of the beacn-nead assault was to be-91 575 |

R

men and 17 661,vehicles. B »‘,.f*f7‘ S , Earnd
It was- eetimated that the pert and beach facilities would
not be aole to eupply a larger ferce than this until, or if the
beach-head faciiitie& were: developed er contact was maae with - By
the NEPTUNE forces on the Avranches line. Thus the remaining fc’
elemente of’XX Corps troops were not to be phased into the ~“  “ )
initial planning. When the beacn-head was establisned and thefjit i%i

kafOPLeB conSOiidated 1t would then be possible~to make a thrust:7'f'"W“

[ teward Rennes, 1ink up with tne NEPTUNE ferces, er initiate a
; drive west with\the objective of . capturing Brest. ' ( e A
. ' On the»mo.mme of 8 July 1944 the completed planninﬁ.

,for Operation BLNEFICIARI in mimeograpned form, wae in the "'T:zgﬂij;
| . The fuli piannxng capabiltiea of XX Cerps was then turned

on tne operation known as HANDS UP.f Thia operation.called for a |
‘combined 8ea. and air asaault to estaolish a iodgment area in the f“‘ ‘
vicinity oi vonnes. This to be done prier to the eetting in ef '/ci

Winter and to exploit tne narbor ana port faoiiitiee of tne

entire Quiberon Bay area. Tentative snemee of maneuver}and.tr"‘i~_wg

% _fcfliste vere suomitted and discuesed with FUSAG and.the Navy_
- m‘4Juiyr1944 axter a confef & fﬂﬁ,~ i o Vi st:Arm
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