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SUBJECT: Action Agsinst the Enemy, 1 ingust through 31 hugust 19

70 { The Adjutant General, Waghington, D. Ceo ‘
- (Through Channels) ‘

1. XX Corps became operational under Third United States Army atb 120(01 '

hours, 1 Agust 19‘411-.'

>, Operations during the period 1200 hours 1 Angust 1944 throvgh 5

ngust 194 consisted of concentrating the Corps south of the SELUNE RBiver.in

the Third Army Zone prepared to operate to the south or southeast.

3, On 6 August 1944, in complience with directive Third United States

Amjr, XX Corps consisting of 5th and 35th Infantry Divisions, and 2d Armored . B
Division (French), commenced movement to concentration areas in the vicinity
VITBE per. Field Order #1, Headquariers XX Corps. On 7 Angust when enemy =

forces in contact with First United States Army placed heavy pressure in the.

wost sector of First Army, elements of the 35th Infantry Division were comni ttedl ’

in the direction of MORTAIN, and succeeded in reinforcing that point. - 80th
Division was attached to the Corps on 7 August earmarked for employment by -
Third United States Army on & Avgust; on the same date the 35th Infantry Div-
ision and the 24 Aymored Division (F;ench) were released by Army orders .

' 4, 5Hth Infantry Div'ision.commericed operé.tions agair;st ANGERS an'(_ PR
August, capturing the city at 2200 hours, 10 Avgust 19U, 7th Armored Div-

ision was attached XX Corps 9th Angust 1944 and moved to- assembly area in the . -

vicinity LE MANS, prepared to attack north from 1E MANS, 34 Cavalry Group
joined XX Corps on 9 August and was assigned the mission of reconnoitering
between the 5th Infantry Division. at ANGERS end Pirst Infantry Division on
the north. 5th Infantry Division moved. to assembly area vicinity ST CALAIS

on 13 Avgust 19W4. 80th Infantry Division attacked north from area west of '

IE MANS on 13 August to seize the line SEES — ARGENTAN, and bad advanced.

. mear its objective when it wes pinched out by the XV-Corps. Tae division was
ordered to reassemble in the vicinity of IE MANS and to protect the LE MANS
~ bridgehead, with RCT 319 moving to ANGERS TO protect that tr;ggehead.’ =

. & 5. During the 13th a,né. 1l4th of Angust, 35th Infantry Division rejdine
XX Corps earmarked for employment by Third Army, end was ordered to concen-
trate southeast of LE MANS prepared for action to the east. At 1200 14 kug-

ust, XXCops attacked on the axig LB MANS -~ NOGENT 1e BOTROU —— DBEUX -
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UANTES GASSICOURT to seize the line of the SEINE River in that vicinity with '

7th Armored Division leading, ‘§th Infantry Division following; RCT 2 of the

Fth Division initially in Corps Reserve. The 20th Division continued concem~ -

‘tra,tion and mopping up operations in the 1E MANS ‘areév.'. 34 Cavalry Group
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Ltr Hq XX Corpé (Cox. 'd) %3 85 8% L & |
. commenced recomnaissance to the line CRLEANS — PARIS (exclusive) —- LOURIES, -

monced assembling south of CHARTEES, Tth Armored Division attacked the city,

| and during the 16th and 17tk of Angust was mopping'up within the city. Om'18:.

" noon of ‘the 234, the Corps lad reached the SEINE River with-the divisions pre-

- the 90th Division on the wegts W
by OCA of the Tth Armored Division, and the 5th Infantry Division entered:

' 5th Division in the REIMS bridgehead while the Corps prepared to-attack east.

|

protecting the right flank of the Corps, At 2010 hours 14 Angust, Third Army
ordered a change of direction to the east with théi_x}iti‘al_qugctivefof i
CHARTHES, This change of direction in darkness with columns moving wsm nome
the less effected, and by evening 15 August leading elements. Of.rme"?th*m#?e
Division had reached the town of CHARTEES, and the  5th' Infantry Division cos

August, in compliance with directive from Third United States Army, 7th Armored
Division moved north to relieve elements of XV Corps in the IREUX pridgehead, . -
beingz relieved, in tarn, at CEARTRES, by the 5th Division which completed . .

mopping up operations in the city. ' T e T e

6. On 21 August at 0700, in compliance with directive from Third United
States Army, XX Corps attacked east to seize tridgeheads over the .SEINE River
at MEIUN ang MONTEREAU with the 7th Armored Division on the north,: 5th Infantry = |
Division on the south. By noon of 22 Mngust, the 5th Division bad advanced to - s
a 1line PRUNAY guy ESSOMNE - LA CEAPELIE 1A REINE —— ETAMPES and by the after="

paring to attack for their 'bridgeheads;.atﬁ.;vIBOO‘hours;f;‘..’:_ﬂ.'he_p‘Corps;bridgedﬁ;the'ﬂ"
SEINE ot PONTTEIEERY ~.. FONTATNEBLEAD gnd MONIEREAU on the 2lth of kagust cros-

sing 1ts elements over the river end preparing to move to'the east or northeast,
90th Infantry Division was attached:to -the Corps in this’ Rreae | oG

seizing and securing NOGENI gur SE NE and by 1520 26 Angust the Corps objective :
was ceptured by the 5th Infantry Division; ‘the Corps prepared-to move north on
REIMS on 27 August. ‘ S R e, DT S L

8. At 1400, 27 Angust XX Corps attacked north with the Tth Armored Dive
ision advancing in a broad zone, followed by the 5th Division on‘the east and . |
CEATEAU, THIERRY was taken at 085029 August ™ -

- Te .' On 25 August af ‘1400, XX G&rpé"attéched 'éa;,s-ﬁ ;vith,; themissionof Lo

REIMS"at 2130 hours the same day. The 90th Division.moved up o relieve the i

in the direction of VERIUN, - . R ‘ R
Iugist XX Corps attacked to seize bridgehead S

across the MEUSE Biver in 'che\vicj.;;‘;ty&9f«-~mmﬂ,a¥fomation=.c\olumnl:,o£_‘:div1"s-'-}' ;
‘ions, Tth Armored Division leading, 5Hth Infantry Division “following, ‘and 90th - 3
Division remaining in the REIMS bridgebead to secure’that bridgehead and pro- e
tect the north flank and réar of the Corps.- mmgtasﬁ‘_seized?at 1255 hours™ ¢
‘31 August by elements of CCA, Tth Armored Division; the bridges were found
intact due to action by FFL personnel who disrupted enemy "dgqoliti,om‘;'»:f""gfi:"'g;-x. .

9. At 1600 hours om 30

: 10. . French Forces of' the Inte::iér rénde';'e_d; valuablesupporttothecorp "/ |
‘during the period in many ways, making .poqsible>',£u]:;qgti,;nt1lig¢.§1qp ‘of the,
Corps combat elementse R

For the Commanding Generalt
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SUBJECT: After Action Report, 1 September through 30 September 194k,

AT

TO The Adjutant General, Washington 25, D. C. -

(Through: Channels)

GIHL s¥3lyynoda

1. During the period September 1-5, inclusive, XX Corps prepared to contjime
the attack East from its VERDUN bridgehead, upon the receipt of adequate quantibies
of Class III and Class V supplies. RCT 359 of the 90th Division remained initially
in protection of the EEIMS bridgehead, closing into the VERIUN area on 5 September.

ANEY
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2. 1In compliance with directive Third US Army dated 5 September 1944, XX
Corps issued FO 10 which was executed at 1400 hours 6 September. This order to
drive to the BHINE RIVER, mnd capture’ FRANKFURT, started the Tth Armored Division -
East in multiple columns, followed by the 5th Infantry Division on the South and

the 90th Infantry Division on the North.

3. When the 7th Armored Division ran into very heavy resistance along the
MOSELIE RIVER, South of METZ, the 5th Infantry Division was passed through it, on
7 September, assuming command of Combat Command "B¥. RCT 2 of the 5th Infantry
Division was attached simultaneously to 7th Armored Division. Daring the period of
7-11 September, mmerous attempts to cross the MOSELLE were made, with the first
fully successful crossing in strength finally achieved on the night 10-11 September
by ROT 10 0f the 5th Infantry Division in the vicinity of ARNAVILIE, Elements of ¢
the 11th Infantry and 434 Armored Infantry Battalion who had previously crossed in <
the vicinity of ANCY 'sur MOSELIE and had sustained very heavy casualties, wore
withdrawn across the river. The river was bridged under continuous fire, by X
Corps Engineers, with aubstantial casualties and loss of equipment, and additional
bridges were ultimately put in at PAGNY and VANDIERES to the South of ARNEVILLE, = !
Bridge maintenance under heavy fire continued in highly efficient manner. =

33
)
Y

The Tth Armored Division contimued, &uring this period, to assult METZ 1
fron the Northwest, having only local successes against the fortifications in s
its zone, and mainly cucceeded in driving in the fortress outposts and the capture

of several field fortifications.

The 90th Infantry Division in its Zone cleaned out the enemy West of the
River capturing THIONVILIE, In this operation it destroyed the major strength
of the 106 Panzer Grenadier Brigade and captured a portion of the Maginot Line
which had, generally, not been defended. ‘
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Ltr Hg XX Corps dtd 9 Oct UM (Cont'd)

Minor expansion of the Corps bridgehead continued against very heavy
resistance, with progress very slow and costly. , _

4, On 14 September FO 11 became effective. The 90th Infantry Division
contoined the river line from THIONVILIE to the South with RCT 358 (~3d Battalion)
and relieved the Tth Armored Division Northwest of METZ, contimuing local efforts
to improve positions, and prepare for a major coordinated assult on the fortress.

33 Cavalry Group (=3 Cavalry Squadron) (reinforced) patrolled from
THIOHVILIE to the North maintaining contact with the 90th Ipfantry Division and
the 5th Armored Division of V' Corps. 34 Cavalry Squadron covered a gap between
the 5th Armored and 90th Ifnantry Divisione

The 7th Armored Division assembled 14-15 September, in the vicinity of
CEAMBIEY and at 1655 hours on 15 September was committed to an attack through the
5%h Infantry Division bridgeheade RCT 2 was released to the Hth Division and
Combat Command "B" reverted to the Tth Armored Division East of the MOSELLE, As
- a result of slow progress through the bridgehead, the Tth Armored Divigion was
assigned a zone of the Southern half of the bridgehead with the 5th Infantry Div-
jsion retaining the Northern half of the bridgehead.

During this period supplies, particularly Class V were in such short
supply, that full scale offensive action could not be maintained and ultimately
this short supply crystallized in-the form of a rationing system.

By the close of the 21st of September, the combined efforts of the
5th Infantry and Tth Armored Divisions had seized a line just West of the SEILIE .
River. Attempts to cross the SEILLE were then initiated.

5. On 21 September the &34 Infantry Division was assigned to the Corps,
and in compliance with Third US Army directive was ordered to the vicinity of |
IUXEMBOURG, A new boundary was established with the First Army, extending the f‘
Corps Zone of responsibility to the North a short distance beyond the existing
boundary. The 83d Division moved North from the vicinity of ORLEANS, finally

closing in its new area and relieving V Corps elements on 25 September.

During this period the Tth Armorcd Division continued abortive efforts
to cross the SEILIE River, while the 5th Infantry Division seized the towns o i
PCURNOY LA CHETIVE and CPIIJ gur SEILLIE, o

6. On 25 September, on order of Third US Amy, the Tth Armored Division i
wias withdraym from its portion of the Corps bridgehead, being relieved by the g
extension of the Hth Infantry Division to the South., DTFrom assembly areas in the |
vicinity of SPONVILIE, the Tth Armored Division was moved to LONGUYON vhere it i
passed to control of the First US Army, at 2010 hours on 26 September.

fei ,’ B
2 BT O T (T G

;07

@, *k” ;LH P a
TR

e
! BECLASSIFED ™

Autholly t}‘_‘.]D..Z_'j:{ /




Ltr Hq XX Corps dtd 9 Oct 44 (Cont'd)

Reserve Command of 6th Armored Division was attached to XX Corps and
arrived in assembly areas vicinity of BRIEY on 26 September, where it passed to
Corps Reserve. On the 29th of September, Reserve Command 6th Armored Division
was relieved by Third US Amy and reverted to XII Corps controle.

7. At 1400 hours 27 September, following an air attack and with artillery
support, 2d Battalion, 2d Infantry attacked FART IRIANT (U774549). Pire from
Pill boxes and field fortifications within the Fort caused the battalion to
withdraw, and plans for another assult were immediately instituted.

On 27 September 3d Cavalry Group (-3d Cavalry Squadron) (reinforced) -
relieved the 358th Infantry in the THIONVILIE ares and the Regiment was moved to
the vicinity of VIONVILLE,

8+ TFrom 27th through 30th September the 83d Infantry Division (with 34
Cavalry Group (reinforcggs attached) continued operations to drive the enemy
East of the MOSELIE in its Zone and made very satisfactory progress, particularly
in the area from REMICE to the Northe

The 90th Infantry Division continued local assmilts in the viecini ty
of GRAVELOTIE, bvettering its position gradnallys.

- The 5th Infantry Division contimed patrol actions in its bridgehead
PréPared plans for a fully coordinated assault on FORT IRIANT, ‘

e X N .
~N -1 <z r the Commanding Generals
Receweld \\:f\‘\

12 0CT194, -

ROBERT E. CULLEN,

Colonel, A.G.D.,
Adjutant General.
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